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His Excellency, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

Mr. Yerzhan Ashikbayev, 

 

Distinguished participants, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is a pleasure to represent the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs today and 

to have the opportunity to address the esteemed delegates from all five Nuclear-Weapon-

Free Zones and Mongolia. 

At the outset, I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Kazakhstan – the 

host and co-organizer of this event, whose generous financial contribution and support 

allowed for the implementation of the joint project on Fostering Cooperation and 

Enhancing Consultation Mechanisms Among the Existing Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones. 

Strengthening inter-zonal cooperation is not a new concept, it has been reflected in 

various fora, including the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons review 

cycle and the Conference on Disarmament (CD). Unfortunately, little progress has been 

made. For this reason – and others that I will touch upon in a moment – it was included in 

Secretary-General Guterres’s Agenda for Disarmament, Securing Our Common Future. 

In becoming a ‘Champion’ for this particular action item of the Secretary-General’s 

agenda, Kazakhstan has further demonstrated its proactive attitude and genuine 

commitment to the issue of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, but also to the cause of a world 

free of nuclear weapons. 

I am pleased to see how the objectives of the disarmament agenda related to Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zones are fully aligned with similar ideas expressed by the First President 

of Kazakhstan, Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, at the opening ceremony of the LEU Bank in 

Kazakhstan two years ago – on 29 August 2017. 

As described by the Secretary-General in his Disarmament Agenda, “Nuclear-Weapon-

Free Zones are “landmark instruments” that represent an excellent example of the synergy 

between regional and global efforts towards a world free of nuclear weapons”. Although 

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones should not be considered ends in themselves, each of these 

regional agreements adds significant value to our collective efforts to achieve a more 

peaceful and stable world. 
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Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones are part of the bedrock of the nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation architecture. Prior to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), 

the zones contributed to a nuclear testing moratorium by introducing regional nuclear 

testing prohibitions that significantly limited nuclear testing programs of nuclear-weapon 

States. Each of the Treaties have also added various crucial elements reinforcing the NPT 

regime. For instance, the Treaty of Tlatelolco was also the first treaty to establish its own 

control and verification Agency. The Rarotonga Treaty served as a legal template for the 

non-testing provisions in other zones. The Pelindaba Treaty introduced provisions on 

verification of dismantled nuclear weapons. And the Central Asian Treaty strengthens 

non-proliferation by including the Additional Protocol.  

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones have the enormous potential to not only strengthen global 

nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament norms but also to be powerful platforms to 

advance the common interests of all States parties. For example, the existing Protocols to 

the zones provide a solid legal base for the future negotiation of a universal, 

unconditional and legally-binding treaty on negative security assurances for non-nuclear-

weapon States.  

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones are success stories in our collective pursuit of nuclear 

disarmament, yet their full potential has yet to be achieved.  Although they represent 60 

per cent of the UN’s membership and cover roughly half the world’s land mass, these 

facts are both underleveraged. This is largely the result a lack of cohesiveness and unity 

among zones. 

Inter-zonal cooperation remains mostly unexplored in the wider disarmament context. 

Formal coordination is limited to Conferences that traditionally take place once every five 

years. Although these conferences have been a useful tool to foster cooperation, there is 

no intersessional or institutional process to ensure comprehensive and sustainable zonal 

cooperation and coordination, including to fully implement the treaties’ principles and 

objectives or to exchange relevant ideas and best practices in areas of mutual interest. 

The absence of sustained communication and regular joint activities undermines the 

collective potential of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones to affect change in the cause of 

nuclear disarmament. 
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The primary goal of this Seminar is, therefore, to address the existing challenges and 

discuss ways to improve coordination and achieve more robust inter-zonal cooperation. 

We also hope this meeting will provide a substantive discussion to reinforce the 

upcoming Fourth Conference of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones and Mongolia planned for 

April 2020 in New York. 

In the broader context, we have the long-term objective of renewing inter-sessional 

activities between all zones to create a well-established and sustained platform for sharing 

best practices, exchanging ideas and for coordination. The historic first meeting of treaty 

focal points in Mongolia in 2009 is a clear example of the positive impact that closer 

coordination can have, as it led to the successful outcome of the Second Conference of 

State Parties in 2010. 

I am hopeful that your discussions will also address the possibility of new Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zones in regions where their creation is most possible and practical. As you 

know, no new zones have emerged during the past decade since the establishment of the 

Central Asian zone. 

Currently, we face a reality where the hard-won disarmament achievements of the past 

are at risk, the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime is increasingly fragile 

and tensions between nuclear-weapon States are precipitating a new qualitative nuclear 

arms race. In this context, non-nuclear-weapon States have a unique and natural ability to 

mobilize under a common goal inscribed in the texts of the Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone 

Treaties – to build and preserve a safer world for the future generations. 

I hope this seminar can produce some concrete ideas of how we can work together to 

ensure Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones inspire our collective efforts to achieve a nuclear-

weapon-free world. 

I wish all of us a productive discussion. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 


