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Remarks of the Mexican delegation in the Open-ended intersessional informal consultative 
meeting on further practical measures for the prevention of an arms race in outer space 

 
New York, January 31, 2019. 

 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
My delegation thanks the Group of Governmental Experts for its report. 
 
We consider the provisions of resolution 72/250 on the holding of these informal consultations 
of the Group particularly valuable as all Member States can participate in the interactive debates 
and share their opinions towards the final report. This tangibly strengthens the inclusivity and 
transparency in the process. Pending additional comments, Mexico would like to make the 
following general remarks. 
 
We are meeting here today with great concern, amidst news on how some States have openly 
declared that they will seek offensive capabilities in outer space in order to protect their national 
security. During the works of the First Committee of the General Assembly last October, we heard 
accusations about incidents and maneuvers in orbit that might be pointing to an already ongoing 
militarization of outer space. 
 
All this adds to the great concern with which we observe the reluctance of some States to 
completely eliminate their WMD capacity and the excessive increase in military spending. It has 
been very disturbing to learn about the development of new weapons systems and the 
permissiveness with which some voices threaten the use of nuclear weapons, and about the 
justification for the use of these weapons. 
 
In this context, it is ominous to see that outer space is again considered as a viable and legitimate 
scenario to deploy weapons systems of all kinds, causing and wrongfully justifying an arms race. 
 
In addition to the potential of unleashing an arms race, it is unacceptable that intentionally, or 
collaterally, telecommunications, navigation, meteorology and observation systems, on which 
daily activities depend on the entire planet, are put at risk. 
 
Therefore, Mexico demands that no actor deploys weapons in outer space, of any kind and under 
no circumstances. We have agreed to preserve outer space for peaceful purposes exclusively, 
and for the benefit of humanity as a whole. The 1967 Treaty remains in full force and must be 
respected, as well as the other United Nations treaties on the subject. 
 
However, we must continue to work tirelessly to consolidate a legal regime that really prevents 
an arms race. In this context, Mexico supports the development of new international agreements 
that foster trust and a safer world, based on international law and cooperation, in the face of an 
ever wider array of threats. My country also supports the negotiation of a legally binding 
instrument on the subject, while we regret the paralysis of the Conference on Disarmament in 
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Geneva, which has not fulfilled its mandate in over 22 years, and therefore, we have not made 
progress towards that goal. 
 
Therefore, it is imperative that we address the reduction of risks focused on transparency and 
verification, as well as various confidence-building measures such as codes of conduct, bilateral 
and multilateral commitments, among others. However, we believe that the best way to achieve 
this objective is the total prohibition of the militarization of outer space and consecutively of all 
weapons of mass destruction regardless of their class or location. Our support for confidence-
building measures must be understood on the basis of their value as intermediate steps and not 
as a substitute for legally binding prohibitions. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
  
As president, in 2018, of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), as well 
as its "UNISPACE + 50" Summit, my country reiterates the importance of access to space 
technology in favor of the prosperity of our societies, development and a better understanding 
among peoples. 
 
The applications of space technology have multiplied in recent decades and we are increasingly 
dependent on outer space for everyday life. Therefore, international cooperation is essential to 
promote research, development and innovation in space science and technology in today's 
world. 
 
The use and deployment, jointly, of space science and technology bring benefits to humanity in 
areas as diverse as health, education, telecommunications and broadband satellite services, the 
environment, agriculture and food security, among others. 
 
My delegation agrees with the idea that COPUOS can contribute, in a complementary manner, 
to the efforts to prevent the arms race in outer space, which translates into security and 
development for all nations. 
 
Thus, Mexico strongly calls upon ourselves to work together to eliminate the threats posed by 
the weaponization of outer space and to concentrate on achieving benefits for all nations taking 
advantage of space technology in all its dimensions, exclusively for peaceful purposes. 
 
Thank you. 


