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Mr. Chairman, 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group. 

 

2 . The present-day role of space technology has become pervasive – indeed, never 

before have information, communication, banking, navigation, and even political and 

strategic decision-making been so dependent on space-based technologies. Therefore, and 

taking into consideration the fragility of the outer space environment,  it must continue to 

be regarded and safeguarded as the common heritage of mankind and must be used, 

explored and utilized for the benefit and interest of all mankind in the spirit of cooperation.  

 

3. The African Group emphasizes that outer space must be free of nuclear weapons, 

other weapons of mass destruction, and indeed all kinds of weapons, as their presence in 

outer-space constitutes a serious threat to global peace and security as well as the welfare 

and security of future generations . To that end, the Group stresses that outer space, as the 

common heritage of all humankind, must be explored and utilized exclusively for peaceful 

purposes and for the benefit of all States, irrespective of their social, economic or scientific 

development.  

 

4. In this regard, the Group stresses the importance of the international legal 

framework that allows for the equal exploration of the outer space based on the principles 

of non-appropriation and peaceful uses of outer space in conformity with the five United 

Nations Treaties governing space activities, in particular, the 1967 Treaty on Principles 

Governing the activities of States in the exploration and the use of outer space, including 

the Moon and other celestial bodies. 
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Mr. Chairman 

5. The Group stresses the urgent need for a legally binding treaty on the prevention of 

an arms race in outer-space (PAROS). In this context, The Group welcomes the 

establishment of the Group of Governmental Experts, pursuant to the United Nations 

General Assembly resolution 72/250, with the mandate to consider and make 

recommendations on substantial elements of an international legally binding instrument on 

the prevention of an arms race in outer space, including, inter alia, on the prevention of the 

placement of weapons in outer space. We look forward to the successful completion of the 

work of the GGE and hope it would lead to the immediate commencement of negotiations 

on a legally binding treaty on PAROS.  

 

6. For the African Group, a legally binding instrument on PAROS is a necessary 

condition for the promotion of international cooperation in the exploration and use of outer 

space for peaceful purposes and preserving international peace and security. It is therefore 

essential that any treaty of such nature should, inter-alia, ensure the following principles: 

i.   The primacy and applicability of the United Nations Charter in outer space; 

ii. The use of the moon and other celestial bodies exclusively for peaceful purposes; 

iii. The freedom of access to outer space without discrimination and on a basis of 

equality; 

iv. The pacific settlement of disputes; 

v. The right to develop technology for peaceful purposes; 

vi. International cooperation and assistance in facilitating the peaceful uses of outer 

space; including provisions for training and capacity building; and 

vii. The objective of general and complete disarmament. 
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7. Furthermore, for the treaty to be effective and balanced, its scope should be 

comprehensive so that it prohibits the following acts: 

i) The placement of any weapons in outer space for offensive or defensive purposes; 

ii) Any armed attacks or use of force against satellites or other outer space objects, 

including through the use of missiles or other kinetic methods such as maneuverable 

satellites or robots; 

iii) Any use of outer space objects as a weapon to conduct armed attacks or harmful 

interference against outer space or terrestrial targets; 

iv) Any intentional harmful interference that would interrupt or affect the normal 

functioning of satellites or other outer space objects that is under the jurisdiction of 

another State or group of States; and  

v) Developing, testing, and stockpiling weapons that are designed for the sole purpose of 

conducting armed attacks against satellites or other outer space objects, including Anti-

satellite weapons (ASATs), or for the use as an outer space weapon; 

 

8. In addition, multilateral arrangements for the monitoring and verification of such a 

comprehensive treaty should rely on a flexible diversified set of tools and measures that 

vary in their level of strictness or intrusiveness depending on the degree of hostility of the 

relevant prohibited act. 

 

9. While reaffirming the importance of the work entrusted to the Conference on 

Disarmament (CD), the Group expresses its concern at the many years of impasse, which 

has prevented the CD from fulfilling its mandate as the world’s single multilateral 

disarmament negotiating forum. The Group therefore calls for the urgent resumption of 

substantive work and negotiations at the CD on the agreed priority areas including 

PAROS, taking into account the security interests of all States, and without further delay. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

10. In the area of ensuring the sustainability of peaceful uses of outer-space for all 

States, the Group recalls the adoption of the African Space Policy and Strategy in 2016, 

and regards it as an important policy framework towards the realization of an African 

Outer Space Programme within the framework of Agenda 2063 of the African Union. In 

this regard, the Group reiterates that the immense potential of space technology and 

applications should be equally beneficial to all Member States regardless of their level of 

socio-economic or scientific development, and calls on the United Nations to promote 

equal and non-discriminatory access to outer space for all nations. 

 

11. Furthermore, the Group maintains that the recommendations of The Group of 

Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space 

Activities continue to represent an important contribution towards maintaining outer space 

for peaceful purposes.  

 

12. In conclusion, let me reiterate the commitment of the African Group towards the 

peaceful uses of Outer Space. To this end, the Group promises to be constructive in its 

engagement with other Member States, to fulfill the goal and objective of a peaceful and 

weapon-free outer space. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 


