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FACT SHEET 

CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 
 

The Conference on Disarmament (CD) was set up in accordance with paragraph 120 of the Final 

Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly as the single multilateral 

disarmament negotiating forum of the international community. The CD was preceded by: the Ten-

Nation Committee on Disarmament (1960-1961); the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament 

(1962-1968); and the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament (1969-1978). The work of 

these bodies aimed at providing “effective international control” and covered “all types of 

armaments and armed forces.” 
 

 

“120. The General Assembly is conscious of the work that has been done by the international 

negotiating body that has been meeting since 14 March 1962 as well as the considerable and 

urgent work that remains to be accomplished in the field of disarmament.  The Assembly is 

deeply aware of the continuing requirement for a single multilateral disarmament negotiating 

forum of limited size taking decisions on the basis of consensus.” 

 

The Conference on Disarmament is hosted in the Council Chamber of the United Nations Office at 

Geneva.   

 

Mandate and membership 

The terms of reference of the CD include almost all multilateral arms control and disarmament 

issues. Its current agenda includes: cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament; 

prevention of nuclear war, including all related matters; prevention of an arms race in outer space; 

effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of 

use of nuclear weapons; new types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such 

weapons including radiological weapons; comprehensive programme of disarmament and 

transparency in armaments.  

Following membership expansions in 1996 and 1999, the Conference is now comprised of the five 

NPT nuclear-weapon States and 60 other States, including States of key military significance. In 

addition, every year some 40 non-member States participate, upon their request, in its work.  

 

Relationship with the United Nations 

The CD is not a United Nations body as such, but it has developed a close working relationship with 

the Organization. The General Assembly stipulated that the Conference adopts its own agenda, 

taking into account the recommendations made to it by the General Assembly and the proposals 

presented by the members of the Conference, and submits a report to the General Assembly 

annually, or more frequently, as appropriate. 

  

The budget of the CD is included in the regular budget of the United Nations and the Secretary-

General of the United Nations provides staff as well as assistance and services needed by the 

Conference, and any subsidiary bodies that it might establish. 
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Schedule and working methods 

The Conference on Disarmament divides its 24-week annual session into three parts of ten weeks, 

seven weeks and seven weeks respectively, and if necessary, continues negotiations on priority 

issues between sessions. The CD has its own rules of procedure and conducts its work by consensus.  

 

Presidency and the Secretary-General of the Conference 

The presidency of the CD rotates every four weeks in English alphabetical order of the names of its 

Member States. When the General Assembly established the Conference in 1978, it requested the 

United Nations Secretary-General to appoint his Personal Representative who would assist the 

rotating presidency. The Personal Representative serves as the Secretary-General of the Conference. 

Currently, that role is assumed by Mr. Michael Møller who is also the Director-General of the 

United Nations Office at Geneva.   

 

The role of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs 

The Secretariat of the Conference consists of officers of the Geneva Branch of the Office for 

Disarmament Affairs.  

 

 

 

For more information: www.unog.ch/cd 

Facts 

• The CD successfully concluded negotiations of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 

Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (1992) and the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (1996) (CTBT). 

 

• Before the CD acquired its current format, the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament concluded 

negotiations on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1968), and the Conference of the 

Committee on Disarmament successfully negotiated the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 

Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction 

(1972). 

 

• Working to overcome the political impasse in effect since the negotiation of the CTBT, the CD established, 

in 2018, five subsidiary bodies, covering all agenda items to (a) reach an understanding on the areas of 

commonalities, (b) deepen technical discussions and broadening areas of agreement, and (c) consider 

effective measures, including legal instruments for negotiations. The final reports of the subsidiary bodies 

adopted by consensus by the CD State Members are accessible in CD/2138, CD/2139, CD/2140 and 

CD/2141. 

 

http://undocs.org/cd/2116
http://undocs.org/cd/2138
http://undocs.org/cd/2139
http://undocs.org/cd/2140
http://undocs.org/cd/2141

