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Mr. Chair, in my national capacity, 

 

1. Landmines continue to pose a serious challenge to humanity. Even if all States 

agree categorically to ban them today, hundreds of thousands lay hidden, 

waiting to be activated, unable to differentiate between the footstep of a 

combatant or that of a child.    

 

2. Thailand is fully committed in fulfilling our obligations under the Ottawa 

Convention. For the past two decades, all stakeholders, from Government 

agencies, non-profit entities to local communities, have been working tirelessly 

to demine all areas. 

 

3. Thailand also reiterates the need to place people at the center of mine action. In 

2016, we chaired the Convention’s Committee on Victim Assistance with this 

goal in mind.   

 

4. Accomplishing the task of mine clearance is far from straightforward. It takes 

time and concerted efforts to overcome those demanding challenges. 

 

5. In this regard, Thailand is extending the deadline for mine clearance, which will 

be considered at the Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Convention in 

Vienna in December. We therefore look to support from all States Parties 

towards this end. 

 

6. In closing, Thailand reaffirms that our works on disarmament and arms control 

are now, more than ever, critical in fostering socio-economic progress as well 

as striving for a just and peaceful society. We will continue to work closely 

with the international community towards our shared aspirations in 

disarmament.  

 

I thank you Mr. Chair. 
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