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Mr. Chairman, 

 

Portugal fully aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 

European Union and by Australia on behalf of the Broad Like-

Minded countries. I would like to make complementary comments in 

my national capacity. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Today, more than ever, the role of the UN and the existing rules-

based multilateral system should be, and needs to be, strengthened.         

 

Portugal remains fully committed to nuclear disarmament. The well 

documented catastrophic humanitarian consequences of the use of 

nuclear weapons should reinforce our commitment to a world free 

of nuclear weapons. It is, indeed, a moral imperative.  

 

My country shares most of the concerns and frustration about the 

lack of concrete steps on nuclear disarmament that led to the 
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adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. But, 

in our view, a process of gradual reduction of nuclear weapons, 

taking into account legitimate national and international security 

concerns is the best approach to ensure sustainable progress in 

multilateral disarmament negotiations.  

 

This inclusive step-by-step approach has been driving progress 

towards a World Free of Nuclear Weapons since the Cold War. But 

the gains made may be at risk, as we are witnessing a rise in global 

and regional tensions. We particularly call on the United States and 

the Russian Federation to preserve the INF Treaty and ensure its full 

implementation which is crucial for Europe’s and global security. 

We also encourage the US and the Russian Federation to extend the 

New START and negotiate further nuclear arsenal reductions. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The threat of nuclear proliferation remains a serious cause for 

concern. For Portugal, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT) is the cornerstone of the international nuclear non-

proliferation regime, the foundation for the pursuit of nuclear 

disarmament and an important element in the future development of 

nuclear energy peaceful applications. We hope that the ongoing 

review cycle will result in a more robust and effective Treaty. 

Portugal will undertake every effort to achieve a substantial outcome 

at the 2020 NPT Review Conference.  

 

Despite the current worrisome trends, there are also some signs of 

hope. 

 

Recent diplomatic efforts in the Korean Peninsula are welcomed 

and must be encouraged. The inter-Korean dialogue and the talks 

between the USA and the DPRK should lead to the complete and 

verifiable denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. Until then, 

Security Council Resolutions must be fully implemented and we 
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urge the DPRK to comply with the NPT and IAEA safeguards, and 

to sign and ratify the CTBT. 

 

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is supported by 

the majority of Member States. As confirmed by the IAEA, the deal 

has been serving its purposes. Therefore we strongly encourage its 

implementation by all parties. 

 

The early entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) should be a top priority. We call upon all States, 

particularly the remaining Annex 2 States, to sign and ratify the 

Treaty. Portugal has been actively involved in the efforts to promote 

the universalization of the CTBT and welcomes Thailand’s recent 

ratification of the Treaty.  

 

There is also an urgent need to start negotiations on a Fissile 

Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT) and achieve progress on nuclear 

disarmament verification.  

 

The International Community must continue to seek the 

establishment of a Middle East Free Zone of nuclear weapons and 

all other weapons of mass destruction. We must remain seized of the 

implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East, guided 

by the Action Plan of the 2010 NPT Review Conference. 

 

To conclude,  

 

There is an urgent need to rebuild confidence in order to achieve 

significant nuclear arsenal reductions. We are also convinced that 

immediate concrete steps in reducing those arsenals will contribute 

to build trust and create a virtuous cycle on nuclear disarmament.  
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Portugal looks for renewed resolve by the International Community 

to confront common nuclear challenges, and advance our shared 

goal of a peaceful, nuclear weapons free world. 

 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 

 

 

 

 


