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Mr. Chairman, 

Poland shares the views presented in the statement of the European Union. In 

addition, I would like to provide you with the set of remarks in our national 

capacity.  

Mr. Chairman, 

It would be a very trivial to state only that disarmament is a very complex 

issue. But indeed, it must be a point of departure for pondering on status quo, 

perspectives and ways and means of further possible disarmament. In our 

conviction to reach the ultimate goal we will not escape from well-designed CSBMs 

and arms control mechanisms so we treat them as a part of disarmament 

processes. 

In order to address this issue objectively one need to separate, than analyze 

and ultimately synthetize the conclusions on three major pillars of disarmament 

patchwork, which are: 1/ the institutional arrangements; 2/main challenges of 

international security policy; 3/and political will and ability of individual Member 

States of the United Nations community to politically engage and contribute to 

disarmament arrangements.  

The cohesive approach to these three elements is indispensable precondition 

for effective action in order to make at least tiny progress.  We are very keen on 

addressing this problem exactly this way, because Poland is truly concerned of the 

future of disarmament and non-proliferation processes, including nuclear 

disarmament.  

Mr. Chairman, 

We have all agreed that the Conference on Disarmament is the single 

multilateral negotiating forum on disarmament. It was recognized by the Special 

Session of the United Nations General – SSODI. It must be understood that our 

common efforts should be aimed at strengthening this instrument and enabling it 

to fulfill its task. The role of the CD Presidency and  P6 coordinating mechanism are 

fundamental in this context. Together with the First Committee of General 

Assembly and the UN Disarmament Commission it constitutes a solid foundation to 

initiate and conduct disarmament processes.  

 



3 
 

 

 

Of course, functionality of international institutional fora is never 

disconnected from the realities. The evolvement of geopolitical situation is the first 

and foremost premise which should be taken into consideration. Several protracted 

regional security crisis’ significantly influence in negative way a readiness not only 

to progress on disarmament but also to finalize or fully implement the existing 

international agreements.  

Widespread and rising awareness of public opinion is an immanent element of 

modern societies and it is the right of public opinion to expect further steps in 

disarmament, including nuclear one. But it is the responsibility of governments of 

states to break the long-lasting stalemate in responsible, systematic and visionary 

manner through inter alia well designed SCBMs and arms control mechanisms. Any 

shortcutting initiatives are not a good answer to our common expectations.  

Let me repeat in this context one sentence from our statement of 2016: “One 

thing is fundamental, the disarmament machinery must remain a system, which is: 

logic, consistent, based on realistic premises and well settled in the international 

legal regime”. 

All attempts in building parallel legal tracks are in contrary to those 

assumptions. This is why a permanent debate on arms control disarmament and 

non-proliferation is so important. It can and should take place in each disarmament 

center - New York, Vienna and Geneva - if the common goal is to work out and start 

the productive process. Creating artificial divisions in this context does not serve 

this goal. 

Mr. Chairman, 

At the current stage a political engagement is the most crucial factor. Of 

course, the degree of this engagement is not equal as not equal are political role 

and significance of individual states. Let me refer to a view of the ancient Pericles 

on politics, I quote: “Just because you do not take an interest in politics does not 

mean politics will not take an interest in you.” In real terms, we cannot wait for 

political and social developments but rather try to be one step ahead of them. 
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We believe that the current UN reforms will bring a new impetus in the field of 

building peace and security, including disarmament component. Poland will spare 

no efforts in supporting this process also as a Chair of the 2
nd

 Preparatory 

Committee leading to the NPT Review Conference in 2020.  

We encourage all our partners to positively engage in this process as well as in 

other disarmament fora. What we need is a qualitative progress, no way out is not 

an option.  

 

Thank you for your attention 


