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Please check against delivery 

Mr. Chairman,  

As I am taking the floor for the first time, let me begin by congratulating you, Mr. 

Chair, on your election to preside over this Committee during the 73rd session of the 

UN General Assembly. I assure you of my delegation’s full support for the productive 

deliberations and successful conclusion of this session. 

The UN has been according high priority to the nuclear disarmament since its 

establishment. In fact, the first ever resolution of the General Assembly highlighted the 

importance of nuclear disarmament. With an objective to save the succeeding 

generation from the scourge of war, the UN was established after the first use of atomic 

bombs which not only destroyed cities but also shuddered our conscience.  

My delegation seizes this opportunity to emphasize that the use or threat of use of a 

nuclear weapon is not only immoral but also illegal. The 1996 Advisory Opinion of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirms that the threat or use of nuclear weapons 

constitutes a crime against humanity and a violation of international law, including 

international humanitarian law. Nepal expresses its conviction that the total elimination 

of nuclear weapons is the only guarantee against the use or threat of use of nuclear 

weapons.  

In this regards, Nepal reaffirms its principled position that universal peace and security 

can only be ensured through a time-bound, general and complete disarmament of 

nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction.  
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Nepal reiterates its deep concern at the catastrophic humanitarian and environmental 

consequences of the intended or accidental detonation of nuclear weapons and their 

indiscriminate impact.  

Mr. Chair,  

Nepal emphasizes that the States possessing nuclear weapons should respect the 

importance of principles of transparency, irreversibility, and verifiability of the nuclear 

weapons for their total elimination. In addition, Nepal calls for an early commencement 

of negotiation on a verifiable Fissile Materials Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT) to address the 

existing stockpiles of fissile materials and prohibit their future production. Nepal also 

supports for an early convening of a High-Level Conference on Nuclear Disarmament. 

 My delegation also believes that the establishment of nuclear-weapons-free-zones in 

various regions will help achieve a world free of nuclear weapons. 

Nepal does not believe that nuclear weapons are useful deterrents, instead, they are the 

cause of security dilemma among the nuclear States. Therefore, nuclear weapons should 

not find any place in the national security doctrine of any country. The modernization 

of the nuclear arsenals, ongoing research on new nuclear warheads and the 

development of new delivery vehicles needs to be halted.   

Nepal is one of the first countries to sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW) last year. I would like to inform the Committee that the national 

parliamentary process is underway for its early ratification.  

As a signatory of CTBT and a State party to NPT, Nepal also urges all member states to 

demonstrate the genuine political will and exercise utmost flexibility to achieve a world 

free of nuclear weapons. However, Nepal also supports the inalienable rights of all 

States to develop, research and use nuclear energy for peaceful purpose without 

discrimination as per the framework set by the NPT. 

There is an urgent need for a universal, unconditional, non-discriminatory, and legally 

binding instrument necessitating nuclear-weapon States to provide security assurances 

to non-nuclear weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons under 

any circumstances 
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In conclusion, Mr. Chair, my delegation urges for an end to heavy investments on 

modernization, trading and accumulations of armaments for sustaining peace and 

shared prosperity. My delegation also urges for disenchantment with the Faustian 

bargain that is plaguing the humanity. If diverted to social and humanitarian causes, 

these resources could help achieve many of the SDGs, including eradication of poverty 

and hunger, well before 2030 and improve the quality of life of all humanity. 

I thank you, Mr. Chair. 


