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Mr. Chair,

France stands behind the statement of the European Union. Allow me to make a few

additional points.

Mr. Chair, Dear Colleagues,

France is deeply committed to the disarmament machinery for it aims to organize and

implement multilateral instruments and mechanisms for building a safer world for all,

based on a shared understanding of current security challenges.

To progress towards that goal, the international community must succeed in renewing a

constructive multilateral dialogue. Such a dialogue must be based on the respect of the

security interests of each country, each region, in their great diversity and also their

increasing complexity. Indeed, collective security can only be built on the basis of trust,

which is itself fueled by a desire for dialogue and cooperation.

It is also about living up to our collective commitment to multilateralism and the

preservation of international law. In that sense, the consolidation of the architecture of

international law is fundamental. Yet, more than ever, the non-proliferation regimes on



which our collective security rests, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), or the Convention on the Prohibition of

Biological and Toxin Weapons (BTWC), are subject to severe constraints if not serious

violations. The international community must take the full measure of the threats posed

by these infringements and respond with the utmost firmness, by reaffirming the

inviolability of the non-proliferation rule and ensuring that perpetrators of possible

violations uphold their responsibilities.

Another essential aspect is the respect for the rule of consensus, which remains essential

to reach commitments that are freely consented and to progress towards the

universalization and the implementation of the decisions taken. That is why the growing

trend towards focusing debates on nuclear disarmament is of great concern to France.

The progress made together since the creation of the United Nations, including in the

field of disarmament, have been made possible only by bringing countries and peoples

closer together, not by dividing or stigmatizing them. In the face of such tensions, France

continues to promote an inclusive and constructive approach in accordance with the

principle of an effective multilateralism.

Mr Chair,

The disarmament machinery and its institutions as established by the 1978 Special

Session on Disarmament (SSOD-I) provide a solid framework that remains vital for any

progress in the area of disarmament, using an incremental process to work towards

general and complete disarmament.

Allow me to recall France's commitment to the Conference on Disarmament, the only

multilateral forum responsible for the negotiation of disarmament treaties with

universal scope. Indeed, it is at the Conference on Disarmament, or in its predecessor

bodies, that the major disarmament treaties have been negotiated, including the Nuclear

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC),

the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), but also the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban

Treaty (CNTBT).

France can only regret the stalemate of the Conference on Disarmament for long years

now. However, encouraging progress have been made in 2018, with the development of

subsidiary bodies, which allowed very substantial exchanges on each item on the CD

agenda, including on the Treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear



weapons or other nuclear explosive devices (FMCT). Previously, we had only had

general debates, limited to comparing political positions that did not enable us to move

forward. These technical discussions on the FMCT have allowed us to overcome certain

divisions and bring the talks onto concrete ground, in order to identify areas of

convergence. France welcomes the consensual adoption of the four substantive reports

that have concluded the work of these subsidiary bodies and which constitute, a solid

basis on which we will be able to build throughout the future sessions of the CD. In this

respect, France would like these subsidiary bodies to be renewed in a logic of continuity.

Moreover, France would only see advantages in reinforcing coherence between the

various institutions of the disarmament machinery.

Mr Chair,

Allow me to say a word on the Disarmament Commission. France welcomes the opening

of a new UNDC triennial cycle. We are glad to note the unprecedented addition of an

outer space cluster to its agenda. While the outer space is worsening and faces today

numerous challenges that we can't ignore, the launch of discussions on outer space

activities in this forum, on the basis of recommendations made by the Governmental

Group of Experts, gives us a window of opportunity to deepen our common reflection.

France also remains attentive to any developments regarding the organization of the

fourth UNGA special session on disarmament (SSOD), and remains open to discuss any

realistic objectives, that would receive consensus.

Mr Chair,

France is deeply concerned by the serious funding problems that the Disarmament

Conventions are facing. States must fulfill their financial obligations, and pay their

contributions on time. The financial condition of these Conventions is the responsibility

of the States. The cancelation of meetings due to funding shortfalls is unacceptable.

Besides, budget constraints must not weigh on the need to respect multilingualism. We

call for a collective awakening on this matter.



Mr Chair,

Allow me to end on a few words about the United Nations Institute for Disarmament

Research (UNDIR), which plays a particular role within the disarmament

machinery. France attaches a particular importance to UNIDIR, since we took an active

part in its foundation, and that we periodically table a resolution reaffirming the

international community's support for the Insitute. 2015, which marked the 35th

anniversary of the Institute's foundation, has been characterized by the numerous

institutional, financial and organizational challenges, that the Institute faced. It is in that

context that resolution A/RES/70/69, which aimed to support UNlDlR in this delicate

period and prepare its future, has been adopted. Its implementation included an

external audit to outline new rigorous management and financial frameworks that will

enable the Institute to be established on a more stable and sustainable basis in the

future. This audit was the subject of a report of the UNSG, submitted to this 1st

Committee, under A / 73/284. It is in this context that France proposes this year a draft

decision L.61, which takes note of this report, renews its support for the Institute, and

places the item on the agenda of the next General Assembly. We are grateful in advance

for the unanimous and consensual support of the 1st Committee for this draft decision.

Mr Chairman,

The proper functioning of the disarmament machinery must be everyone's

responsibility. France remains committed to fully pla)nng its part.

Thank you.
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