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Thematic Debate - Cluster 7: Disarmament Machinery

Check Against Delivery

Mr. Chairman,
My delegation associates itself with the statements of the Non-

Aligned Movement and the Arab Group and wishes to make the
following remarks:

Egypt assigns immense importance to the UN disarmament
machinery and considers disarmament and arms control to be an
essential pillar of the United Nations mandate in preserving
international peace and security, which remains the raison d'etre
of this organization.

The stalemate in disarmament efforts is not necessarily the
result of defects in the machinery as much as it is a reflection of
the lack of political will by some States that seek to maintain
absolute military dominance and believe in deterrence rather than
collaborative and collective security.

Mr. Chairman,
The failure of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) to adopt

a balanced and comprehensive program of work for over 22 years
requires immediate action to rectify this situation. We believe that
this can only be achieved through launching negotiations on the
verifiable and irreversible total elimination of nuclear weapons
with specific benchmarks and timelines.

Egypt also believes that there is a need for similar efforts to
revitalize the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC)
and to allow it to adopt recommendations on nuclear disarmament.
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We look forward to a successful SSOD-IV as a landmark

event that is urgently needed to address the alarming stalemate in
disarmament and go back to the drawing board to revisit the
current design of the machinery.

We continue to value the role of the UN Institute for

Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and the Advisory Board on
Disarmament Matters. And we call for more independence and
impartiality for UNIDIR to continue to generate new ideas and to
promote practical actions on disarmament.

We believe that seeking better synergies and coordination among
the First Committee, the CD, the UNDC, and UNIDIR, may contribute
to a more efficientand effective functioning of the machinery.

We once again welcome the Secretary General's timely and
valuable disarmament agenda. We believe that this initiative
indicates a clear recognition of the need to enhance the
functioning of the disarmament machinery and to bring
disarmament back to the forefront of the UN's focus.

We also encourage the active role of non-governmental
organizations and the civil society in support of the machinery.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we believe that the First Committee
has a central role in bridging the gaps and creating momentum
and guidance for the Disarmament Machinery. We hope that a
constructive and a consensual approach will be followed by all
Member States in order to succeed in this task. And we support
the call by the High Representatives to all delegations to "rise
above conference room politics" to allow this important body of
the United Nations to make a real difference.


