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Statement of the Delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee 

Thematic Debate - Cluster 4: Conventional Weapons 

         Check Against Delivery 

Mr. Chairman, 

Egypt associates itself with the statements of the Arab Group, the African Group, 
and the Non-Aligned Movement under this agenda item, and wishes to make the 
following remarks: 

 

Egypt remains fully committed to engaging in any balanced and credible 
multilateral endeavor that aims to tackle the multiple challenges and threats arising from 
the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons, provided that such an endeavor is 
consistent with the UN Charter and does not intend to negatively affect the rights of 
States to acquire their legitimate defense needs through the manipulation of the terms 
of supply for political or economic reasons. 

 

We continue to fully support the United Nations Programme of Action (UN PoA) 
on Small Arms & Light Weapons (SALW) as an essential multilateral tool that 
contributes to the eradication of illicit trafficking in SALW. We also reiterate the 
importance of the International Tracing Instrument (ITI) as a valuable tool in this regard. 
And we welcome the constructive outcome document unanimously adopted at the Third 
Review Conference of the PoA in June 2018. 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

The Middle East and Africa face severe threats due to the increasing illicit flaws 
of SALW to terrorists and illegal armed groups. It is obvious that this unprecedented 
flow is conducted with the direct support of a few States that resort to arming terrorists 
as a tool of their foreign policies, in a clear violation of the UN Charter, international 
norms, and several UNSC Resolutions, the latest being Resolution 2370 which was 
adopted unanimously in August 2017. 
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Some argue that the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) was the solution that would stop 
all illegal flows of conventional arms. In this regard, we reiterate that the ATT’s several 
shortcomings, especially its lack of clear definitions, largely undermines its possible 
effectiveness, and makes it possible to abuse the treaty as a tool to manipulate and 
monopolize the legitimate trade in conventional weapons  in a politicized manner, while 
ignoring the prevention of the intentional supply of weapons to unauthorized recipients 
such as terrorists and illegal armed groups.  

We reiterate our call on the States parties to the ATT to ensure that its 
implementation is consistent with the UN Charter without any infringement on the rights 
of States to meet their national security and self-defense needs. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Egypt is one of the States that have suffered the most from the use of landmines. 
20% of the world’s landmines were planted in Egyptian soil during WWII, and there is a 
continued need to intensify international cooperation to tackle this major problem. Fully 
aware of the relevant humanitarian considerations, Egypt imposed a moratorium since 
the 1980s on the production and export of antipersonnel landmines, long before the 
conclusion of any conventions in this field including the Ottawa Convention which fell 
short of addressing many key elements associated with the threat of landmines. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

[The possession, production, and stockpiling of conventional weapons are 
legitimate sovereign rights that rests entirely in the hands of each State according to its 
national security requirements. The transfers of conventional weapons remain also 
perfectly legitimate provided that the recipient is duly authorized by the Government of 
the importing State and that there are no limitations imposed by the Security Council]. 

 

It is important to highlight that most of the challenges that we face today with 
regards to the provision of conventional arms to terrorists and illegal armed groups are 
not mainly due to a lack of proper export controls or inadequate stockpiles security, but 
primarily due to the fact the certain States continue to deliberately illicitly supply 
weapons to terrorists and illegal armed groups and obstruct an international prohibition 
on the supply of weapons to unauthorized recipients in contradiction with several 
principles enshrined in the Charter. This is a phenomenon that requires the immediate 
attention and more tangible measures by the United Nations. 

Thank you. 
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