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Statement by the Chinese Delegation

at the Thematic Discussion on Outer Space

at the First Committee of the 73rd Session of the UNGA

Mr. Chairman,

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the UN Conference on the

exploration and peaceful uses of Outer Space, becoming a milestone in the

history ofglobal space governance.

Over past several decades, space technology and its apphcation have

greatly promoted the development of human society. All countries have

benefited firom space apphcation through extensive international

cooperation. The concept of a community with shared future for mankind

has been fully reflected in outer space.

On the other hand, outer space has been placed at a new leading

strategic position. Mihtary applications in outer space are on the rise. The

tendency of weaponization of outer space comes to a reality. The battlefield

of outer space may have emerged. These are the biggest challenges facing

the security ofouter space.

Mr. Chairman,

The UN has carried out a great amount of work on PAROS for many

years. This year, the UN has achieved major breakthroughs on the issue of

outer space security. Mandated by the UN General Assembly resolution

(72/250), tiie PAROS GGE established by the UN Secretary G^eral



commenced its work, with a view to considering and making
recommendations onsubstantial elements of an international legally binding
instrument on PAROS. The UNDC, for the first time, put outer space on its
agenda in the new review cycle starting fi"om this year, focusing on TCBMs
aimed at PAROS. The CD established a subsidiary body to hold in-depth
discussions on all core issues including PAROS. These developments fully
reflect concerns of the international community regarding the security
situation in outer space and the efforts to prevent the weaponization of outer
space.

Mr. Chairman,

China has always been against weaponization of and arms race in outer
space, and jointly submitted the UN resolutions related to outer space
security for many years. China andRussia jointly submitted the draft treaty
on Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space and of the
Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects (PPWT, CD/1839) to
the CD ill 2008, and submitted an updated version (CD/1985) m 2014,
whichhas received extensive support fi*om the CD members.

Last July, China co-hosted an international workshop on PAROS in
Beijing with Russia and UNODA. The workshop, in preparation for the
work of the GGE, invited members of the GGE and relevant NGOs to

discuss issues related to the space security landscape, the threat of
weaponization, the sufficiency of existing norms, and die elements of a

future legally binding instrument.

Last August, China participated in the first session of the GGE in a

positive and constructive manner, and jointly submitted a position p^er
with Russia, putting forward views and suggestions on preventing the
we^onization of outer space and the elements of fiiture legal instruments.
China beheves that the discussions of the GGE were very extensive and
in-depth. The GGE members were of the view that the current situation of

weaponization in outer space was severe and the urgency for global space



governance was on the rise. Many recommendations on substantial elements

of legally binding instrument on PAROS were put forward by the GGE. We
hope that the GGE will be able to ftdfiU its mandate, conclude a report by
consensus, and make recommendations on the elements of a future legally
binding instrument.

China would like to emphasize that the CD remains the most

appropriate venue for the negotiation of an international legally binding
instrument on PAROS. Therefore, the GGE is supportive and
complementary to the work of the CD . Once the CD agrees upon a
balanced and comprehensive program of work to start the relevant

negotiations, the GGE will conclude its work and submit the results of its

deliberations to the CD.

Given the commencement of the work of the GGE, in order to ensure

better understanding of the international community on latest developments,
China has submitted a draft decision with Russia to the First Committee of

the UN General Assembly this year. The draft decision refers to the work of

the GGE and the CD on PAROS and proposes that the issue of " Further

practical measures for the prevention of an arms race in outer space " be

mcluded in the provisional agenda of the 74th Session of the UN General

Assembly. Wehope that all parties will support this draft decision.

Mr. Chairman,

China attaches importance to TCBMs in space activities, has
co-sponsored the relevant UN resolutions and is an advocate of the

establishment of the TCBM GGE in 2012. China actively participated in the
work of the Guidelines for the long-term sustainability of outer space
activities of COPUOS. China is of the view that proper and feasible TCBMs
in space activities are conducive to enhancing mutual trust, reducing
miscalculation and regulating space activities. Such measures help to
maintain space security by complementing a negotiated international legal
instrument on preventing the weaponization of and an arms race in outer



space, but cannotreplace the legal instrument.

Mr. Chairman,

Outer space is the common heritage of all humankind. It is the
common responsibility of all countries to maintain security in space. China
stands ready to make continuous contributions with the international

community to safeguard lasting peace and security and build a community
with sharedfuture in outer space

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


