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Mr. Chairman, 

Brazil associates itself with the statement made by Mexico on behalf of the New Agenda 

Coalition and by Argentina on behalf of the Union of South American Nations. We would 

also like to congratulate the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons on being 

awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize, a well-deserved recognition of the organization's 

efforts that led to the recent adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The nuclear threat has been at the forefront of the disarmament and non-proliferation 

debate in the United Nations since the very first resolution of the General Assembly. More 

than two decades of virtual paralysis on multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations have 

shown us that new approaches were necessary to accomplish our goal of a world free of 

nuclear weapons. 

Bearing this in mind, Brazil was one of the proponents of the negotiations that led to the 

adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), which bans the only 

category of weapons of mass destruction that was not subjected to a global prohibition.  

This historic achievement reflects the conviction of most of the international community that 

weapons of mass destruction cannot enhance national or international security and have no 

place in military doctrines for the 21st century. This is particularly relevant at a time when 

tensions are escalating between countries possessing those weapons, turning a regional 

situation into a serious threat to the entire planet.  

In establishing a universal prohibition of nuclear weapons, the new instrument contributes 

to the implementation of the NPT and strengthens the existing international nuclear non-



 

proliferation and disarmament regime, including by combating incentives to proliferate – 

which is key to the sustainability of this regime.  

Mr. Chairman, 

There are some other steps we can take towards the elimination of nuclear weapons. The 

adequate implementation of NPT’s Article VI and of the outcome documents of its Review 

Conferences is long overdue. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty’s (CTBT) entry 

into force is still pending. We urge particularly the eight remaining States listed in Annex 2 

to the CTBT to take individual initiatives to sign and ratify that Treaty without further delay. 

Regarding fissile material, we welcome the beginning of discussions in the High-level 

expert preparatory group. On disarmament verification, the Group of Governmental Experts 

(GGE), which will be convened in 2018, could shed light on possible ways to build trust 

among nuclear weapon States and non-nuclear weapon States in nuclear disarmament. 

We hope that these initiatives will also contribute to progress in multilateral nuclear 

disarmament. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Finally, I take this opportunity to present draft resolution (L.28), entitled "Nuclear-weapon-

free Southern hemisphere and adjacent areas", which Brazil tabled also on behalf of 

Indonesia, New Zealand and South Africa. The text of this draft resolution has been 

circulated to all delegations and I would like to make brief comments on its key elements. 

The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones has been acknowledged as a significant 

interim measure to combat nuclear proliferation and support nuclear disarmament. The 

existing treaties that establish these zones - Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Bangkok, Pelindaba and 

Central Asia – cover the entire Southern Hemisphere and encompass more than a hundred 

countries, which shows the willingness of the majority of States to eliminate the most lethal 

and indiscriminate category of weapons of mass destruction. 

We call upon all relevant States that have not yet done so to sign and ratify the protocols to 

the treaties of nucler-weaopn-free-zones, and urge all nuclear-weapon States to withdraw 

any reservations or interpretative declarations contrary to the object and purpose of the 

treaties establishing NWFZ.  

In addition, the draft resolution welcomes steps taken envisioning the establishment of 

other NWFZ on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at between the States concerned, 

including the establishment of a NWFZ in the Middle East, and encourages efforts to 

reinforce coordination among nuclear-weapon-free zones and Mongolia. Finally, it 

welcomes the most recent relevant development in nuclear disarmament, the adoption of 

the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and its recognition of the important 

contribution of NWFZs to global and regional peace and security. We invite all States to co-

sponsor and support this resolution. 

Thank you. 


