
1 

 

STATEMENT BY H.E. MR. GEORGE CIAMBA, 

Secretary of State for Bilateral and Strategic Affairs within the Euro-Atlantic Area,  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania 

 

UNGA First Committee – General Debate 

17 October 2018 

 

Check against delivery 

  

  

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Representatives, 

 

Let me first begin by congratulating my colleague, Ambassador Ion Jinga, on the assumption of his 

chairmanship of the First Committee. As the representative of a country which highly values the notion 

of „peace through diplomacy”, I am certain that he will honor your trust and support the efforts to 

deliver the best solutions to the current challenges to international peace and security. 

 

With the understanding that Romania shares the assessments from the EU statement, allow me to 

highlight a few issues of particular importance for my country. 

 

Chairperson, 

 

Romania strongly believes in the power of effective multilateralism and international cooperation. At 

times when new and old challenges threaten the global security situation, it is our responsibility to 

uphold and to strengthen the rules-based international system by seeking multilateral solutions that will 

enable us to achieve a more stable global and regional environment.  

 

In this context, I would like to commend the ambitious “Agenda for Disarmament” of the UN Secretary-

General and to express my country’s forceful support for accomplishing its objectives. 

 



2 

 

Romania remains strongly committed to effective multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation 

mechanisms. I would like to reaffirm our strong support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 

as the cornerstone of the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime. 

 

It is our conviction that the steady and effective implementation of the relevant provisions of this 

essential legal instrument remains the way forward in achieving nuclear disarmament and in benefiting 

the nuclear energy applications for peaceful uses. 

 

The NPT should continue to represent our best tool for the global efforts to achieve a world without 

nuclear weapons, with no shortcuts in this process. Any effort on nuclear disarmament must be 

addressed collectively, in an appropriate step-by-step manner, in accordance with the security challenges 

and treaty commitments of all NPT states parties, based on a series of concrete actions and effective 

steps in the interest of all concerned. 

 

In light of the 50th Anniversary of the NPT’s entry into force in 2020, Romania encourages all Parties to 

display a forward looking approach, by doing their utmost for minimizing the different views, and look 

for the compromise to advance our shared goal of strengthening the integrity of NPT across all its three 

pillars. 

 

Instead of developing different paths, we should further work with the nuclear weapon states and non-

nuclear weapon states alike on practical, consensus-based approaches to tackle nuclear threats, such as 

the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), a feasible target that would 

pave the path to achieving stronger security for all. It is our duty to work together to maintain this issue 

high on the agenda, while raising the awareness to the unquestionable benefits of the Treaty and its 

verification regime for international peace and security.  

 

Another key logical step is to launch, as soon as possible, within the Conference on Disarmament (CD), 

the negotiations of a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT), a crucial instrument in advancing our 

common endeavor for the nuclear disarmament process. 

 

It is our fundamental belief that the Conference on Disarmament remains the single multilateral 

negotiating forum, with its fundamental principle of consensus and its membership. Its negotiating role 

must be preserved and reinforced. 
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We have been seriously concerned by the violation of the international obligations and the development 

of nuclear and ballistic programs which threaten the international peace and security and the global non-

proliferation regime. 

 

Within this context, we welcome the diplomatic demarches for a peaceful solution on the 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, and we underline the need to have concrete and verifiable 

steps from DPRK to demonstrate the genuine political will for a complete, verifiable and irreversible 

denuclearization. 

 

Chairperson, 

 

We should continue to advocate the indispensable role of the IAEA with regard to the non-proliferation 

of nuclear weapons. From our perspective, IAEA’s approach, independent and professional, in the 

verification and monitoring of nuclear-related commitments of Member States, deserves recognition and 

further support. 

 

To this extent, Romania would like to join its voice to those expressing the support for the Agency's 

activities and to reassure of its determination to continue to substantially and constructively contribute to 

the IAEA’s work. This could only be regarded as a normal continuance of our firm commitment to the 

non-proliferation institutional framework, where IAEA (together with CTBTO) plays a central role. 

 

The IAEA must be supported in playing its vital role as coordinator of international cooperation on 

global nuclear security dialogue. Romania intends to play its part, as done in the past, when regional 

exercises such as OLYMPUS or OLYMPUS Reloaded proved to bring a concrete contribution to 

strengthening the cooperation and communication between neighboring countries in the situation of a 

cross-border nuclear event. 

 

Romania’s support for the IAEA and multilateralism has also been demonstrated through assuming the 

function of vice-president of the IAEA General Conference taking place in Vienna, on 17-21 September 

2018. 
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In assuming the future EU Council Presidency during the first semester of 2019, we intend to continue 

to play a constructive role in the nuclear domain in general, with particular focus in the Vienna based 

organizations on subjects such as nuclear security. 

 

Chairperson, 

 

My country would like to express its grave concern on the repeated use of chemical weapons in recent 

years, which represents a serious violation of international law and a direct threat to the global non-

proliferation regime. Let me reiterate that Romania condemns, in the strongest terms, any use of 

chemical weapons, anywhere and under any circumstances. The use of chemical weapons is 

unacceptable. 

 

Therefore, we should work to stronger enforce the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and to 

strengthen the OPCW. The international community must ensure accountability and must stand against 

impunity for the use of chemical weapons. We express our strong support for enhancing the capacity of 

the Technical Secretariat of the OPCW to identify the perpetrators of chemical weapons attacks, and we 

welcome in this regard the June 2018 Decision of the Conference of State-Parties to the CWC. 

 

Chairperson, 

  

Effective multilateralism is the cornerstone of the international relations in the 21st century and the 

rules-based order is the fundament of our global security. 

  

Let me once again reaffirm my country’s resolve to actively contribute to all efforts aimed at 

consolidating the international security architecture, in order to achieve a safer and more secure world. 

  

Thank you, Chairperson 

 


