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The Arab Republic of Egypt 
73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee 

Cluster 1: Nuclear Weapons 
          Check Against Delivery 

Mr. Chairman, 

Egypt fully associates itself with the statements made by the Nonaligned 
Movement, the Arab Group, the African Group, and the New Agenda Coalition, and 
wishes to make the following remarks. 

Egypt reiterates its concern over the grave threat posed to humanity by the 
continued possession of nuclear weapons by a few States, and reaffirms that the total, 
verifiable, and irreversible elimination of nuclear weapons is the only guarantee 
against their proliferation, use, or threat of use. 

Arguments which set preconditions for the implementation of nuclear 
disarmament obligations will only lead to counterarguments that make the 
nonproliferation commitments dependent on similar conditions. The inevitable result 
of this vicious cycle of retracting previously negotiated obligations is the collapse of 
the whole regime. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The decades-long stalemate in the implementation of the 1995 resolution on 
the Middle East, as well as countless similar resolutions, is eroding the credibility 
and sustainability of the disarmament and nonproliferation regime and multilateral 
norms, as well as the rule of law at the international level.  

This stalemate is one of the root causes of the instability and lack of security in a 
region that already suffers from chronic military conflicts and arms races, especially 
taking into consideration the unprecedented spread of violence and terrorism, including 
the actual use of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) in recent years. 

It is long overdue for the United Nations to take meaningful practical steps to 
implement these resolutions through an institutional inclusive process. Previous 
attempts to launch such negotiations outside the United Nations have disappointedly 
been blocked due to the lack of political will on the part of some States that do not 
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recognize the severity of the deteriorating security conditions in the region and the 
inevitable catastrophic consequences. 

Arguments that there is a sequential or a mutually-exclusive relationship 
between disarmament on the one hand, and peace and security on the other, are self-
defeating. These arguments create a misleading dichotomy. As rightly states by the 
UN High Representative for Disarmament “The path to peace through disarmament 
does not lie waiting for the right security situation to materialize, and the relevant 
efforts need to be actively conducted simultaneously”. 

We welcome the Report of the Secretary General on the establishment of a 
NWFZ in the Middle East, as well as the Secretary General’s Disarmament 
Agenda. Both documents clearly highlight the continued international support for 
the establishment of the NWFZ in the Middle East and the urgent need for action. 
We also welcome the Secretary General’s continued readiness to engage with the 
States of the region, and we count on the Secretary General’s good offices and 
convening power to redress this threat to international peace and security. 

It is against this background that the Arab Group tabled the Draft Decision on 
convening a conference on the establishment of a WMD-free zone in the Middle 
East based on consensus and arrangements freely arrived at. 

At the holistic level, this process would serve as a platform to address all 
regional disarmament and nonproliferation challenges, and to establish a robust 
regional security framework conducive to sustainable peace and collective security 
through dialogue and diplomacy. Furthermore, the launching of this process will 
contribute to addressing one of the most pressing issues in the context of the NPT 
Review Conference. 

We count on the support of all Member States to this initiative, as well as to 
the other two annual resolutions on “the Establishment of a NWFZ in the Middle 
East” and “The Risk of Nuclear Proliferation in the Middle East”. And we consider 
this support by Member States to be a proof of their commitment to achieving 
collective security and sustainable peace in the Middle East. 
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