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The United Nations was created with the goal of saving succeeding generations from the 

scourge of war, but seven decades on, our world is still riddled with threats to our collective peace 

and security.  

 

This century has been characterized by a deteriorating international security environment with the 

reemergence of Cold War style tensions and where the chance of a nuclear exchange, either by 

design, accident or miscalculation, is growing. 

 

In this context, the pursuit of disarmament is as urgent as ever. Disarmament is a driving force for 

maintaining international peace and security, is a tool for ensuring national security, to uphold the 

principles of humanity, to promote sustainable development and to safeguard the protection of 

civilians in conflict. 

 

For this reason, the Secretary-General launched his new disarmament agenda “Securing Our 

Common Future” on May 2018. The aim of this agenda is to reinvigorate international disarmament 

discussions, explore new ideas and create new momentum for joint action. 

 

The new disarmament agenda is predicated on a critical premise—that disarmament concerns every 

country and all weapons, from hand grenades to nuclear weapons.  

 

The Secretary-General’s agenda is comprehensive, but not exhaustive. It is not a substitute for UN 

Member States’ responsibilities. Rather, its purpose is to assist States in seeking to create a clear 

vision for sustainable security that serves humanity. 

 

The disarmament agenda has three core priorities: disarmament to save humanity, disarmament that 

save lives, and disarmament for future generations. 

 

The first, disarmament to save humanity, aims to reduce and eliminate weapons of mass destruction 

and the prevention of the emergence of new domains of strategic competition and conflict. The total 

elimination of nuclear weapons is a central component of the agenda just as it is a core objective of 

the United Nations.  

 

The second priority, disarmament that saves lives, aims to reduce and mitigate the impact of 

conventional weapons. 

 

The third priority, disarmament for future generations, will focus to ensure that those developments 

in science and technology that are causing revolutionary economic and social gains are not diverted 

or misused in ways that undermine security.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I want to take this opportunity to highlight some relevant areas of the Secretary-General’s Agenda 

for today’s meeting.  

 

The agenda reaffirms the Secretary-General’s firm commitment to nuclear disarmament and to 

preserving the norm against nuclear testing. It recognizes the fundamental role of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and stresses the need for every effort to be made 

to bring the treaty into force and preserve its place in the international disarmament architecture. 
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The Secretary-General explicitly appeals to all remaining States whose ratifications are required to 

bring the CTBT into force to commit to sign the Treaty as soon as possible, if they have not already 

done so, and to accelerate the completion of their ratification processes. 

 

Despite the lack of full activation of all the components of the Treaty’s verification system, the 

agenda also recognizes the value of the International Monitoring System, and its proven 

effectiveness, including through detecting the events in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK). In the 21st century, the preservation of the norm against testing has been largely successful 

since all States, with the exception of the DPRK, have respected the standard created by the Treaty 

and upheld moratoriums on nuclear explosive tests. 

 

We welcome the decision by the DPRK to refrain from further nuclear tests and launches of 

intercontinental range ballistic missiles, and its reported dismantlement of its nuclear test site at 

Pungyye-ri.  

 

The Summit between the leaders of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United 

States held in Singapore last June, as well as the three inter-Korean Summits this year and the 

planned second US-DPRK Summit, are important milestones. These developments will contribute 

to building trust and to maintaining an atmosphere for sincere dialogue. The complete and verifiable 

denuclearization, in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions, must remain a clear 

and shared goal.  

 

As the Secretary General has stated on several occasions, relevant parts of the United Nations 

system stand ready to support the implementation of any agreements reached if requested by the 

parties. It is my sincere hope that all parties will seize this opportunity to work toward a peaceful, 

prosperous, secure, and verifiably denuclearized Korean Peninsula. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The elimination of nuclear weapons remains a collective goal and must be achieved through deepened 

dialogue and the renewal of trust and mutual-confidence. 

 

The Secretary-General and I will work to facilitate dialogue among all Member States to find a 

common vision and path leading to a world free of nuclear weapons. All stakeholders, governments, 

experts, civil society and individuals must work together to lead the change and bring the disarmament 

agenda to fulfilment.  

 

Thank you. 

 


