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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank you for coming to today’s panel discussion, which is the first in a series of 

side events that the Office for Disarmament Affairs is organizing in the margins of the First 

Committee regarding the Secretary-General’s disarmament agenda, “Securing Our Common 

Future.” 

Today’s event focuses on what the agenda rightfully highlights as the United Nations top 

disarmament priority – the elimination of nuclear weapons.  

In the agenda, the Secretary-General recognizes that the current deteriorating international security 

environment is potentially undermining some of the core global norms upon which we have grown 

to rely since the end of the Cold War. Perhaps most important among these is the norm against the 

use of nuclear weapons.  

Though the attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the end of the Second World War are the only 

times that nuclear weapons have been used in a conflict, the possibility of the use of nuclear 

weapons was very present during the Cold War. When President Ronald Reagan and General 

Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev agreed that “a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought,” 

they elevated what had previously been a tentative practice of the non-use of nuclear weapons to 

a norm.  

Since then, the international community has become increasingly aware of the devastating 

humanitarian impact that any use of nuclear weapons would have. A large number of Member 

States now believe that it is in the interest of national, collective and human security, as well as 

the survival of humanity, that nuclear weapons are never used again under any circumstances. 

And yet, the norm against the use of nuclear weapons, which has been a stabilizing force since the 

end of the Cold War, is being put in question once again. The development of newer, faster, 

stealthier and more lethal weapons and the re-emergence of doctrines that would allow for their 

battlefield use are eroding the confidence we placed in the norm of non-use. 

In the multilateral sphere, we can look back on numerous shared commitments to achieve a world 

free of nuclear weapons, contained, for example, in the outcome documents of the 2000 and 2010 

NPT Review Conferences. Nevertheless, some States, including some nuclear-weapon States, 

have taken the position that the current international security environment is not conducive to 

nuclear disarmament, and that the necessary conditions must first be created. On the other hand, 

many Member States urge immediate progress on nuclear disarmament precisely because of the 

increasingly unstable world in which we find ourselves. 
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Bridging the divide between these two groups of States is no mere thought exercise. Rather, it is 

the key to making progress on nuclear disarmament in all multilateral fora. Perhaps chief amongst 

these is the 2020 NPT Review Conference, which has already been laden with heavy expectations. 

Clearly, the role of the Secretary-General and myself is rather limited when it comes to these 

intergovernmental discussions and negotiations. We do not drive this conversation. Should 

Member States desire it, we can and we will try to play a facilitating role, with the goal of helping 

Member States to return to a common vision and path leading to the total elimination of nuclear 

weapons. 

Today’s panel discussion is one contribution to that end. We have assembled a diverse group of 

experts from a variety of backgrounds. I am looking forward to hearing their ideas on how to 

unstick multilateral nuclear disarmament and reinforce the norm against the use of nuclear 

weapons. Together with your valuable ideas and questions, we will certainly have a fruitful 

conversation. 

I thank you. 

 


