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Verbal Version 

Thank you Chair.  

We are Peace and Justice Studies students at Pace University, delivering this statement on behalf 

of civil society organizations supporting disarmament and nonproliferation education. 

We are pleased to see the prominence of disarmament education in the Secretary-General’s 2018 

Agenda for Disarmament. This offers new opportunities to generate international political will to 

expand access to disarmament education, innovate creative approaches and renew attention to its 

critical place in the multilateral disarmament toolbox. 

A significant proportion of advocacy and instruction is done by non-governmental organizations 

and academic institutions. While these organizations have been at the forefront of the work 

toward disarmament, Member States must also adhere to their obligations for disarmament 

education. There is a lack of funding and few professional opportunities for youth who are 

passionate about disarmament issues, leaving them ultimately disengaged. It is also 

disappointing that so few Member States submitted reports to the Secretary-General for his 2018 

report on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education. 

A recent positive development has been the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW). The TPNW’s preamble recognizes the “importance of peace and 

disarmament education and of raising awareness of the risks and consequences of nuclear 

weapons for current and future generations.” The inclusion of this clause underscores the 

connection between education and the goal of eliminating of nuclear weapons.  

Disarmament education is increasingly linked more broadly with peace education, which can 

enrich both fields. The connection between the SDGs and disarmament highlights the fact that 

many people come to disarmament work through other social movements, such as those on labor, 

the environment, gender-based violence, and the rights of Indigenous Peoples.    

We would also like to emphasize the importance for states and civil society to provide education 

not only about disarmament, but for disarmament. If targeted well, disarmament education can 

help empower the greater participation of youth, women, survivors of violence and people from 

the Global South in peace and security policymaking. 

In this regard, disarmament education can and should emphasize the humanitarian, human rights 

and environmental consequences of arms, militarism and armed conflict. It should seek to 

empower the next generation of leaders to seek peace and alternative conflict resolution 

processes rather than relying on violence and war. In doing so, disarmament education should be 



 

 

connected to and serve the broader goal of making the world a more peaceful, just and 

sustainable place for us all.  

Therefore, Chair, we call on delegations to: 

 Support efforts to establish platforms for youth engagement, 

 Promote greater connections between disarmament education and the empowerment of 

youth, as per Security Council Resolution 2250,  

 Strengthen your disarmament education efforts and activities and be proactive in sharing 

what you are doing, 

 Provide funding and institutional support to international organizations, civil society, and 

educational institutions providing disarmament and nonproliferation education, 

 Expand volunteer, internship, fellowship and professional opportunities for students and 

young people pursuing vocations in disarmament and nonproliferation, 

 Implement disarmament and non-proliferation education in ways that are sensitive to 

human rights, gender and differential access. 

 

  



 

 

Full Written Statement 

We are Peace and Justice Studies students at Pace University, delivering this statement on behalf 

of academic and civil society organizations committed to supporting disarmament and 

nonproliferation education. 

We are pleased to see the prominence of disarmament education in the Secretary-General’s 2018 

Agenda for Disarmament. This offers new opportunities to generate international political will to 

expand access to disarmament education, innovate creative approaches and renew attention to its 

critical place in the multilateral disarmament toolbox. 

Moreover, the Secretary-General’s 2018 report on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education 

this year highlights many initiatives by Member States, international organizations, civil society 

and academia.  

However, it is disappointing that so few Member States have submitted reports on their steps 

toward education for disarmament. A significant proportion of advocacy and instruction is done 

by non-governmental organizations and academic institutions. While these organizations have 

been at the forefront of the work toward disarmament, Member States must also adhere to their 

obligations for disarmament education.  

While disarmament education is today seen as a politically nonthreatening, consensus-building 

activity and the General Assembly Resolutions on Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education 

pass without opposition, they do not generate much interest from Member States. Perhaps due to 

this, it is difficult to convey to the general public, particularly youth, the urgency of education for 

disarmament. Further, there is a serious lack of funding and few professional opportunities for 

youth who are passionate about disarmament issues, leaving them ultimately disengaged.  

A recent positive development has been the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW). The TPNW’s preamble recognizes the “importance of peace and 

disarmament education and of raising awareness of the risks and consequences of nuclear 

weapons for current and future generations.” The inclusion of this clause underscores the 

connection between education and the goal of eliminating of nuclear weapons.  

Disarmament education is increasingly linked more broadly with peace education, which can 

enrich both fields. Also relevant are linkages to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

This year a handful of states and non-governmental organizations included references to the 

Sustainable Development Goals in their reports of disarmament education. The 2014 resolution 

(A/RES/69/65) frames disarmament and non-proliferation education in terms of “enhancing 

sustainable economic and social development”. The connection between the SDGs and 

disarmament highlights the fact that many people come to disarmament work through other 

social movements, such as those on labor, the environment, gender-based violence, and the rights 

of Indigenous Peoples.    

We would also like to emphasize the importance for states and civil society to provide education 

not only about disarmament, but for disarmament. There is a risk that disarmament and non-

proliferation education will be used by powerful Member States to distract from the progress on 

disarmament. The lack of attention to political dimensions means that there is little recognition 

of the unequal access to disarmament and non-proliferation education and the role that this plays 

in marginalizing some people from multilateral deliberations. There is a need for a more 



 

 

coherent approach to instruction on disarmament that is relevant to global policy making 

priorities, revives the ambition of the 1980 UNESCO World Congress on Disarmament 

Education and adheres to the preamble of the TPNW, which calls for “peace and disarmament 

education.” If targeted well, disarmament education can help empower the greater participation 

of youth, women, survivors of violence and people from the Global South in peace and security 

policymaking. 

In this regard, disarmament education can and should emphasize the humanitarian, human rights 

and environmental consequences of arms, militarism and armed conflict. It should seek to 

empower the next generation of leaders to seek peace and alternative conflict resolution 

processes rather than relying on violence and war. In doing so, disarmament education should be 

connected to and serve the broader goal of making the world a more peaceful, just and 

sustainable place for us all.  

Therefore, we call on delegations to: 

 Support the effort of the Office for Disarmament Affairs on the establishment of a 

platform for youth engagement, as reflected in Action 38 of the Secretary-General’s 

agenda for disarmament, 

  Promote greater connections between disarmament education and the empowerment of 

youth, as per Security Council Resolution 2250,  

 Strengthen your disarmament education efforts and activities and be proactive in sharing 

what you are doing in this regard by, for example, contributing to the Secretary-General’s 

report on Disarmament and Non-proliferation Education, 

 Provide funding and institutional support to international organizations, civil society, and 

educational institutions providing disarmament and nonproliferation education, 

 Expand volunteer, internship, fellowship and professional opportunities for students and 

young people pursuing vocations in disarmament and nonproliferation, 

 Implement disarmament and non-proliferation education in ways that are sensitive to 

human rights, marginalization and differential access, for example, mainstreaming 

promotion of gender equality across all programs and building the capacity of under-

represented peoples and group. 

 

Supported by: 

Article 36 

Grupo de Práticas em Direitos Humanos e Direito Internacional at the Universidade Federal do 

Pampa (Federal University of Pampa) 

Mine’s Action Canada (MAC) 

Pace University’s International Disarmament Institute 

PEAC Institute 

Peace Boat 

Soka Gakkai International (SGI) 
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