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António Guterres  
United Nations Secretary-General

We are living in dangerous 
times. Cold War tensions 
are back, global military 
spending is at its highest 
and protracted conflicts 
are causing unspeakable 
human suffering. This 
is why I launched my 
disarmament agenda.
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WHY AN AGENDA FOR 
DISARMAMENT?

Many disarmament commitments 
entered into since the end of the Cold 
War have gone unfulfilled, including 
practical steps to reduce dangers, ease 
international tensions and ultimately 
bring us closer to a safer and more 
secure world.

The pursuit of disarmament is even 
more essential in a time of heightened 
international tensions and conflict.

The Agenda outlines a set of practical 
measures across the entire range of 
disarmament issues, including weapons 
of mass destruction, conventional arms 
and new weapon technologies. It seeks 
to generate fresh perspectives and 
explore areas where serious dialogue is 
required to bring disarmament back to 
the heart of common efforts for peace 
and security.

Through his Agenda, the Secretary-
General hopes to reinvigorate dialogue 
and negotiations on international 
disarmament, stimulate new ideas and 
create new momentum.

The Agenda integrates disarmament 
into the priorities of the entire United 
Nations system, laying the foundations 
for new partnerships and greater 
collaboration among different parts of 
the Organization and Governments, 
civil society, the private sector and 
others. It focuses on practical measures 
and indicates where the Secretary-
General intends to engage and support 
Member States in carrying out their 
responsibilities.

The Agenda aims to achieve:

1. Disarmament to save humanity
2. Disarmament that saves lives
3. Disarmament for future generations
4. Strengthening partnerships for 

disarmament

WHAT IS THE  
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S  
AGENDA FOR DISARMAMENT?

WHAT ARE THE PILLARS OF 
THE AGENDA?

WHEN WAS THE  
AGENDA LAUNCHED?

The Secretary-General launched 
the Agenda on 24 May 2018 at the 
University of Geneva.


