
 

 

Invitation to a Side-Event on: 

How the African Union and African Regional Organisations lead the way in Silencing the Guns 

Tuesday 19 June 2018, 1.15 to 2.45 pm, German House, 871 UN Plaza 

Please register with: diego.bensien@diplo.de  

It has long been recognised that countering the illicit trade in small arms requires regional action. The 2001 UN 

Programme of Action highlighted the role of regional organisations in small arms control, calling on states to take 

action at the national, regional, and global levels.  

Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and regional bodies are an integral part of the African Union’s Silencing the 

Guns Plan of Action (STG-PoA). Drafted in 2017 within the framework of the AU-Germany project, the STG-PoA is 

designed to support the implementation of the Master Roadmap of Practical Steps to Silence the Guns in Africa by 

2020. Importantly, the STG-PoA is broken down into different chapters for different geographic regions of the 

continent (North Africa, Southern Africa, Central Africa, West Africa, and East Africa). This is done purposely, to 

encourage collaboration between different regional organisations with overlapping memberships.  

To pilot the implementation of the STG-PoA, a regional action plan for West Africa was developed by ECOWAS and 

validated in May 2018. Support to this activity was provided by the German Federal Foreign Office. Similar regional 

action plans will be developed in the near future for the remaining regions of the continent. Taken together, these 

plans will constitute the full, continental-scale STG-PoA. 

A Regional Approach to Silencing the Guns 

During the Side-Event, the speakers will present the STG-PoA as an example of best-practice for a regional approach 

to SALW-control. They will also discuss the role of African regional organisations in the implementation of the 

Silencing the Guns Plan of Action. The objectives of the meeting are as follows: 

 To provide updates on planned activities in regard to the STG-PoA. 

 To present the West Africa chapter of the STG-PoA, developed by ECOWAS. 

 To discuss how donors, member states, and implementing agencies can work through the STG-PoA 

framework. 

 To debate lessons learned and best practices for working with regional organisations and regional strategies, 

taking note of varying mandates and capacities. 

 To discuss inter-REC/regional body collaboration on small arms issues. 

 

Introductory Remarks & Moderation: Mr. Marcus Bleinroth, German Federal Foreign Office. 

Speakers:  Ms. Einas Mohammed, Head of the African Union Defense and Security Division. 

Mr. Joseph Ahoba, Head of SALW Division, ECOWAS. 

Dr. Joanne Richards, Senior Researcher/Technical Advisor, BICC. 

 

A light lunch will be served 
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