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DISARMAMENT COMMISSION ÿUNDC). 2ND -20TM APRIL, 2018

Madam Chair,

My delegation warmly congratulates you and other members of the bureau on your
election to preside over this substantive session of the UNDC and we assure you of our
full cooperation and support. We welcome the appointment of the Chairs of the two
Working Groups on the agenda items earmarked for deliberations in this new cycle. We
also extend our appreciation to your predecessor from Argentina for her tireless efforts
in the 2017 substantive session.

Ghana firmly aligns herself with the statements delivered by Indonesia and Nigeria on
behalf of the NAM and the African Group respectively and wish to also make the
following remarks in national capacity.

Madam Chair,

The most dangerous of all known threats to global peace and security is, arguably, the
proliferation and potential use of nuclear weapons. The effects of a deliberate, mistaken
or accidental detonation of a single nuclear weapon will wreak far-reaching and

devastating consequences on humanity across geographical borders. Our concern over

the existence of nuclear weapons and continuous investment by some States in their
acquisition, modernization and stockpiling, is further heightened by the ever present
possibility of these weapons and related materials falling into the hands of terrorists
and other unauthorized non-state actors. For this reason, we urge that any available

opportunity and pragmatic measures geared towards the total elimination of such
weapons must be explored to the fullest.

The elimination of nuclear weapons has been on the agenda of the United Nations
since its establishment and yet achieving total, irreversible and internationally
verifiable nuclear disarmament as envisaged in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), which remains the foundation of the global disarmament and non-
proliferation regime, has eluded us.

It is, therefore, our hope that the 2020 NPT Review Conference would be able to move
beyond its setbacks in 2015 and take forward multilateral negotiation ron nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation. We also believe the upcoming UN High Level
Conference on Nuclear Disarmament in June 2018 will provide the required platform
for Member States to evaluate progress in the disarmament regime and further advance

the overall objective of total elimination of nuclear weapons.

Madam Chair,
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We are encouraged by the successful adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) on 7th July, 2017, and subsequent opening of the Treaty
for signature on 20th September, 2017.  Ghana actively participated in the
negotiation process and was among the first countries to sign the Treaty when it
was opened for signature. The Treaty has become an indispensable part of the
general disarmament discourse and reinforces the objectives of the NPT,
particularly Article VI, for the achievement of a world without nuclear weapons.

Ghana maintains the view that employing multilateralism to address global
disarmament issues is vital to achieving a safer and secure world.  This is
particularly critical in the light of the current challenges to peace and security,
including the increased threat of terrorism and the existential threat posed by
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.

In this context, we reaffirm the validity of the UNDC as the only specialized deliberative
body  within  the  UN  disarmament  machinery,  to  consider  and  provide
recommendations on issues of disarmament and non-proliferation.  Indeed, we

welcome the successful conclusion and consensus adoption of the recommendations on

"Practical confidence-building measures in the field of conventional weapons" during
the 2017 UNDC Session. We hope that, with a renewed determination, commitment and
flexibility in our deliberations, similar success would be recorded in the area of nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation, where we have, regrettably but consistently, failed
to reach consensus in previous cycles.

Madam Chair,
Ghana maintains that a world free of nuclear weapons will be in our collective
interest.  We also acknowledge the significant contribution of Nuclear Weapon Free
Zones, including the Treaty of Pelindaba adopted by Africa, to the overall objective of a
nuclear-weapons-free world and renew our call on all stakeholders, particularly states

in the Middle East to continue to constructively engage in efforts to ensure that that
region is also free of nuclear weapons.

Ghana shares the view that the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is
also essential to a world free of nuclear weapons and we renew our call on Annex II
states that are yet to ratify the CTBT to fast track the process of ratification.
Similarly, we believe future negotiations on a possible Fissile Material Cut-Off
Treaty (FMCT) ideally, under the auspices of the Conference on Disarmament (CD),
coupled with existing frameworks such as the NPT, TPNW and the CTBT, will
effectively promote our overall objective of general and complete disarmament.
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Madam Chair,

The increasing dependent of societies on space-based platforms and satellites for
human endeavor in the 21st Century appears threatened by congestion, contestation,

competition and the possible damage that self-seeking exploitation might cause, and
thus remain an international security concern.

The need to ensure the peaceful uses of outer space and other celestial bodies,
including the prevention of placement of weapons in outer space and the removal of
dangerous orbital debris, cannot be overemphasized. Against the background of
flourishing space activities of States, International Organizations and private entities,
focusing our efforts on establishing legally-binding instruments to ensure the safety of
outer space activities is, indeed, key to addressing the fragility of such an environment
for our common good. It is, therefore, in the shared interest of all stakeholders to act
responsibly in the conduct of outer space exploratory activities.

We welcome the report of the Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and

Confidence-Building Measures on Outer Space Activities as the most pragmatic
approach to safeguard the space environment for peaceful use. We see merit in the

recommendations contained in the GGE report on practical implementation of
measures to prevent arms race in outer space, and in particular, reaffirm the

significance of international cooperation and assistance in the peaceful uses of outer
space. We also welcome the adoption of the African Space Policy and Strategy in 2016,
and consider the Strategy as an important policy framework towards the realization of
an African Outer Space Programme within the context of Agenda 2063 of the African
Union.

In Conclusion, Madam Chair, my delegation is of a considered view that transparency

and confidence-building measures developed under a multilateral framework are more

likely to be accepted by the wider international community and it is, therefore,
important that the UNDC, which has a universal membership, continues to explore
innovative ways and to also build on existing international legal frameworks to ensure

the long-term sustainability and peaceful use of outer space.

I thank you for your attention.

Page 3 of 3


