
United Nations Commission on Disarmament 

UN Disarmament Machinery 

Contribution to the General Debate 

2-3 April 2018 

 

Madam Chair,  

 

I would like to start by congratulating you on your appointment as Chair of the 

UN Disarmament Commission. We have adopted an ambitious agenda focusing 

on recommendations for achieving nuclear disarmament and preventing an 

arms race in outer space for the new cycle and you can be assured of Ireland’s 

support during your tenure. 

Ireland aligns itself with the Statement of the European Union and would like to 

make the following remarks in our national capacity. 

Ireland has a long-standing tradition of promoting effective multilateral 

cooperation, the rule of law and good global governance. We consider it an 

imperative to seek multilateral solutions to global challenges and threats to 

international peace and security, including those arising from new technological 

developments and advancements. 

In this context, Ireland would like to reiterate its support for the UN 

disarmament machinery, created by the First Special Session of the General 

Assembly devoted to Disarmament in 1978 and its three mutually reinforcing 

fora which remain central and irreplaceable - the UN General Assembly First 

Committee, the Conference on Disarmament and the UN Disarmament 

Commission.  



Indeed, at a time of increasing international tensions and of unprecedented 

technological advances, it is more important than ever that all States work hard 

to reinvigorate the UN disarmament machinery with the aim of achieving a safer 

world for all.  

Ireland supports the important role of the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC) 

as a deliberative body of the UN General Assembly on disarmament matters. We 

support the efforts to improve its working methods and enable more 

constructive and focused deliberations. We were particularly pleased to see the 

progress made at the UNDC last year. After a lull of almost 17 years the 

Commission adopted a consensus recommendation on “practical confidence-

building measures in the field of conventional weapons.”  We are hopeful that 

the UNDC will build on this progress during this current cycle and facilitate 

constructive engagement between UN Member States to achieve progress even 

on divisive issues. “Unsticking” the United Nations’ disarmament machinery and 

revitalising the United Nations’ approach to arms control and disarmament are 

critical to enabling real progress.  

Madam Chair,  

Ireland also values the work carried out by the United Nations Institute for 

Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) as a stand-alone, autonomous institution of 

the disarmament machinery. UNIDIR's independent research on disarmament 

and security benefits all stakeholder. Ireland has long supported its activities, 

including financially.  

 

 

 



Madam Chair,  

I would like to take this opportunity to further promote the participation of 

women in the disarmament machinery; in particular, as a way to revitalise 

different international disarmament fora. 

Research by UNIDIR has shown that women are heavily under-represented 

across multilateral forums that focus on security. Studies show that diversity and 

differing perspectives make group prediction and problem solving more 

effective. Considering that security is in the interests of all, it is essential that the 

voices of all are heard. 

 

Madam Chair,  

Over recent decades the international community has worked towards 

strengthening the representation and role of women in peace and security. 

There has been notable, recent progress in the disarmament and non-

proliferation field. Furthermore, the recent call by Izumi Nakamitsu (Under-

Secretary General and High Representative for Disarmament Affairs) to 

integrate a gender perspective into disarmament topics is a welcome 

development.  

My Delegation welcomes the recognition of the equal, full and effective 

participation of both women and men in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons, the first time a reference of this sort has been included in an 

international agreement in this manner. We also welcome the recognition in the 

TPNW of the gendered impact of nuclear weapons. Ireland continues our efforts 

to promote the role of women in discussions of conventional weapons too. 

Improving the engagement and participation of women will provide fresh 



perspectives and inject further impetus into our work, which takes on greater 

significance as we enter important Review Cycles and approach landmark 

anniversaries of our Conventions and Treaties. 

 

 

Madam Chair,  

States are familiar with the rhetoric of how different disarmament fora can 

become stale and stagnant.  Improving the engagement and participation of 

women will provide fresh perspectives and inject further impetus into our work, 

which takes on greater significance as we enter important Review Cycles and 

work to effectively reinvigorate the UN’s disarmament machinery. 

 

Madam Chair,  

The United Nations is the sum of its part. The UN disarmament machinery and 

its various instruments cannot function properly without UN Member States 

willingness to engage and work hard to reach agreement on what can 

sometimes appear to be intractable issues of international security and global 

politics. We must, therefore, be proactive and solution-orientated in our 

endeavours to explore how we can further promote disarmament for the 

benefit of all. 

Ireland looks forward to a successful and productive meeting.  

 

Thank You. 

 


