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UN Disarmament Commission Working Group on Space 
 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

 

 I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Serbia and Albania, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 

candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, and Georgia, 

align themselves with this statement. 

 

Space is a driver for economic growth and innovations for the benefits of all people. Space 

activities and technologies contribute to tackling major challenges such as climate change, 

disaster management, food security, transport development, and the protection of the 

environment and of scarce resources. They also boost the competitiveness of industry well 

beyond the space sector, thereby contributing to job creation and socio-economic development 

in almost all economic areas worldwide. Space technologies also accelerate the research and 

technology development.  

  

 Mr. Chairman, 

 

 In the European Union, we have developed strong and unique space capacities and industry, 

allowing us to take part in major space endeavours. The EU has the second largest budget for 

space in the world. Our technology and expertise make the EU a heavyweight on global space 

markets. The aim of the EU is to be an autonomous and cooperative space power. 

 

  Both the EU space flagship programmes Galileo / EGNOS and Copernicus have made 

impressive progress recently. Twenty-two Galileo satellites have already been launched – four 

satellites last year, and four more satellites are to come this year. Galileo shows our 

innovative, autonomous and cooperative approach to space. It is a state-of-the-art global 

satellite navigation system, providing a highly accurate, guaranteed global positioning service 

under the civilian control.  

 

 Copernicus is the long-term European Union Earth observation and monitoring programme. It 

is a user-driven programme of six families of dedicated, EU-owned Earth observation 

satellites and instruments - the so-called Sentinels – and of the 6 Copernicus Services in the 

fields of atmosphere-, marine- and land-monitoring, climate change, emergency management 

and security.  

 

 Mr Chairman,  
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 Space is a global common, and it requires global rules. We believe that the five United 

Nations treaties on outer space and five UNGA sets of principles as well as other related 

documents and resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly constitute the cornerstone of 

international space law. 

 

We also stress the importance of Transparency and Confidence Building Measures, providing 

an important contribution to the security, safety and sustainability of activities in outer space, 

and the importance of promoting principles of responsible behaviour in outer space in the 

framework of the United Nations and other appropriate multilateral fora. 

 

Now that operators are starting to launch constellations composed of hundreds or thousands of 

satellites, the risk of collisions and subsequent clogging up of orbits due to the resulting debris 

increases.  New technologies to clean up debris or service satellites in orbit could play an 

important role in ensuring the sustainable use of space. However, such missions could also 

give rise to concerns about the weaponisation of space. We therefore underline he need to 

foster increased international cooperation, establish standards of responsible behaviour and 

sustainable use across the full range of space activity, strengthen commitments to non-

interference in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, facilitate equitable access to 

outer space and increase transparency of outer space activities.  

 

We continue to believe there would be value in agreeing a non-legally binding instrument, 

potentially to be negotiated within the framework of the UN, as a way to deliver these 

objectives.  

 

Such a political commitment would constitute a transparency and confidence building measure 

in outer space by creating a mechanism for notification of operations or events that could pose 

a risk life or property on the ground or to the safety of the space objects of other States. Such 

notification could encompass predicted conjunctions posing an apparent on-orbit collision risk 

between space objects or between space objects and space debris; advance notice of launch 

and de-commissioning or servicing of space objects; collisions, break-ups, and any other 

destruction of space objects which have taken place generating measurable orbital debris; 

predicted high-risk re-entry events in which the re-entering space object or its residual 

material could cause significant damage or radioactive contamination; and malfunctioning of 

space objects or loss of control that could result in a significantly increased probability of a 

high risk re-entry event or in a collision between space objects. 

We are certainly ready and would be happy to convene consultations for updating our lines 

with all interested parties. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

  

We would like to underline our support to the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs and the work 

of the COPUOS Working Group on Long Term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities. We 

call on all COPUOS member States to work in a cooperative and constructive spirit in order to 

reach agreement on a full compendium of guidelines by June this year as foreseen by the 

Working group’s mandate. 

 



3 

 

We would also like to recall that the EU and its Member States traditionally champion 

multilateralism and good global governance and that we are looking forward to UNISPACE + 

50 as a unique opportunity to deepen international cooperation on the peaceful uses of outer 

space and to showcase the importance of space as a driver for sustainable development. 

 

 

 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


