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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me start with three thankyous. First, I want to express my deep gratitude to 

our hosts, Governor Yuzaki of the Hiroshima Prefecture, and Mayor Matsui of 

the City of Hiroshima. Since the world’s first atomic bombing 72 years ago, 

Hiroshima has served as a beacon for our shared goal of a nuclear weapons free 

world. 

Second, I would like to thank our partner – the Government of Japan. For 

almost three decades now, we have worked hand in hand through this 

conference to seek progress in nuclear disarmament. 

The conference is a testament to Japan’s enduring contribution to the 

multilateral system, diplomatic engagement, and to disarmament. 

Third, I would like to thank all the participants, many of whom have travelled 

here from across the region and beyond. 

I also wish to pay my heartfelt respect to the Hibakusha. You are the flag-

bearers for our common cause and we are committed to advancing your legacy 

of peace and hope. 

Since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but especially in the 

decades since the end of the Cold War, the international community has made 

great strides in reducing the dangers posed by nuclear weapon and safeguarding 

against any new Hibakusha. We have steadily reduced nuclear dangers, 

deepening the norm against nuclear weapons use and progressively checking 

their proliferation. Even more so, we have built a sturdy architecture of 

disarmament and non-proliferation treaties that have enshrined essential norms 

and helped underwrite international peace and security. 

Yet, despite this progress, the goal of a nuclear weapons free world remains 

distant. In fact, I worry that we now seem to be at a standstill. 



 

 

Instead of further reductions, nuclear-armed States are pursuing modernization 

programmes that will solidify the place of nuclear weapons for decades to 

come. These programmes are, in many ways, the manifestation of a new, 

qualitative nuclear arms race – one that has the potential to be more dangerous 

and volatile than its Cold War analogue. It is no longer a two-state competition 

but rather multiple races with multiple runners.  

The danger of another nuclear detonation grows when rhetoric surrounding 

nuclear weapons intensifies and confrontation acts as a substitute for diplomacy. 

We see this dynamic most vividly on the Korean Peninsula, where one State 

continues to defy the long-standing norm against nuclear explosive testing in 

violation of multiple UN Security Council resolutions. These actions, most 

recently this morning the ballistic missile test by the DPRK, together with an 

escalating war of words undermine the global non-proliferation regime, and 

indeed regional and international security. The Secretary-General strongly 

condemns these provocations by the DPRK, and urges it to desist from taking 

any further destabilizing steps.  

The current state of UN disarmament machinery is also a source of concern. 

Negotiating fora are either deadlocked or have become increasingly divisive, 

while the broader discourse around nuclear disarmament is growing more and 

more fractured. As a result, the political centre is giving way to polarization and 

compromise to disagreement.     

Finally, geopolitical posturing and claims and counter-claims of non-

compliance threaten to unravel the landmark arms control agreements of the 

1980s and 1990s. For nearly three decades these agreements have helped 

alleviate tension, enhance dialogue and build trust. 

Against this backdrop of rising global uncertainty, many have argued that the 

prevailing security environment leaves little room for further nuclear 



 

 

disarmament and arms control commitments. Instead of serving as a call to 

action, such insecurities have become a pretext for inaction. Yet, as history has 

taught us, sweeping progress can be achieved at times of great global tensions 

and crisis. For example, the Partial Test-Ban Treaty was negotiated in the wake 

of the Cuban Missile Crisis while the NPT and other arms control agreements 

were established in the face of worsening Cold War hostilities.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen  

The nuclear challenges we face today cannot be met with greater division and 

backtracking but must be confronted head-on with renewed vigour and sense of 

purpose. The international community needs to find common ground and value 

reconciliation over conflict. From that starting point, we can chart a path 

forward for nuclear disarmament.   

I will now highlight three areas in which I think all States can make immediate 

and long-lasting impact and further our common cause of nuclear disarmament. 

And they are also important for our security. 

First, we must reaffirm the role of the NPT as the central node in the global 

disarmament and non-proliferation regime. The treaty may face an uphill climb 

to its 50th anniversary in 2020, but that means States parties must, now more 

than ever, uphold its basic tenets to ensure its health. It is therefore imperative 

they do not divorce non-proliferation obligations from those of disarmament – 

the two are intricately linked, progress in one is reinforced by progress in the 

other. We must fortify this mutually-reinforcing relationship that, along with the 

commitment to the peaceful use of nuclear energy, forms the foundation of the 

NPT. Outcome documents from past review cycles provide a wealth of common 

ground that should serve as a base for collective action and renewed 

commitments.  



 

 

Second, we must all step back from the edge and strive for a political solution to 

the crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Doing so will require all States involved to 

seek the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula within the broader context of 

sustainable peace and security. Needless to say, that the full implementation of 

the UNSC resolutions is crucial. 

The crisis in Northeast Asia should serve as a reminder that the global non-

proliferation architecture needs to remain robust in the face of evolving 

challenges.  

In the context of regional security and the NPT, there has been a disheartening 

lack of progress on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear 

weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction. All States of the region 

agree on the necessity and objective of the zone, what is needed is inclusive and 

direct dialogue to enable a defined path forward.  

Third, States should pursue norm-building in tandem with practical measures 

for irreversible, verifiable and universal nuclear disarmament. The Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear weapons marked a historic achievement as the first 

multilateral nuclear disarmament treaty adopted in 20 years, and is an important 

interim step towards a nuclear weapons free world. It also demonstrated the 

potency of political will in achieving a certain result. I hope the international 

community can now channel this will to seek, once again, common ground and 

advance nuclear disarmament in areas beyond norm-building.  

With that in mind, I wish to return to our host nation and my own country – 

Japan. The only nation to suffer a nuclear attack in war, Japan occupies a unique 

position. It has been entrusted with the moral authority and historical legacy to 

make compromise out of this disagreement and momentum out of this deadlock. 

As such, the world looks to Japan to be a bridge-builder for nuclear 

disarmament, especially within the framework of the NPT. Healing the current 



 

 

rifts will require creative thinking and a movement away from stale positions. It 

will also require political leadership and diplomatic investment. I encourage 

Japan to consider seriously and substantively how to facilitate the necessary 

bridge-building. If I may add as a Japanese, I think it will be both a privilege 

and a responsibility for Japan to play this role.   

Last but not least – to secure future progress, we must consider how to enhance 

the transformative role of education in the field of disarmament and non-

proliferation. Japan, the prefecture of Hiroshima, and the city of Hiroshima have 

been at the forefront in inspiring a new generation of leaders to carry forward 

the cause of nuclear disarmament. The annual Hiroshima Peace Memorial 

Ceremony, a global nuclear disarmament campaign by Mayors for Peace, and 

the Hiroshima “Global Peace” Plan, which contributed to nuclear disarmament, 

conflict resolution and post-conflict reconstruction, are all examples of this.  

This weekend, Hiroshima City, in collaboration with the United Nations, will 

host its first training programme for United Nations tour guides to deepen their 

understanding of the effects and consequences of the atomic bombing, in order 

to promote nuclear disarmament to UN visitors. 

These, along with several other initiatives, not only etch into our collective 

memory the horrors of nuclear attacks, but also empower the next generation to 

advance our shared goal of nuclear disarmament.  To our young audience, I 

would like to say this: “ I am counting on you. Learn the history. Keep your 

passion for peace and use your brain and skills to find way to make 

disarmament and peace a reality.” 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

The path of progress is not always straight; it twists and turns until it reaches its 

destination. But as the late Secretary-General Dag Hammarskold said, “Set-

backs in efforts to implement an ideal do not prove that ideal is wrong.” I appeal 



 

 

to all of you to stay principled, committed and confident as we advance towards 

our destination – a nuclear weapons free world.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


