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Mr. Chairman, 

I congratulate you and the bureau members on your election to preside over 
this year’s First Committee. My delegation wishes you and the Bureau a 
successful stewardship. We assure you as well as the Member States of our 
constructive engagement and cooperation towards what we hope will be a 
First Committee session that comes up with befitting outcomes on all issues 
on its agenda. 

Indonesia associates with the statement of the Non-Aligned Movement, and 
the statement by Thailand on behalf of ASEAN. 

As the world faces multiple and simultaneous serious security problems, it is 
worth reiterating the Committee’s important role. Not only must we uphold 
the norms, crafted painstakingly here as well as in other parts of the 
disarmament machinery, we must all ensure that our undertakings result in 
overcoming of disarmament and international security challenges. 

Nuclear Disarmament 

As the General Debate reminded us last month, disregard of UN resolutions 
and belligerent rhetoric can be a fatal recipe for miscalculation. With the 
presence of nuclear weapons, it is a risk that the international community 
cannot afford. Nuclear security doctrines and umbrellas spawn a false 
defense. They only invite proliferation and arms race. The very existence of 
nuclear weapons itself is the root of the problem that should be addressed. 
Let the world see wisdom, dialogue, peacemaking and disarmament prevail 
instead. Let the world see all nuclear weapons be eliminated for good. 

Non-Proliferation Treaty 

Indonesia calls upon specially the Nuclear Weapon States to abide by their 
commitments under the Treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
(NPT) in a balanced manner on the three Treaty pillars.  
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For its part, Indonesia continues to play its significant role with the view to 
achieve a successful 2020 NPT Review Cycle. Such commitment is reflected 
in the convening of the NPT Asia Pacific Regional Meeting in Jakarta, 13-14 
March 2017, co-hosted by Indonesia and the Kingdom of the Netherlands as 
the chair for NPT Preparatory Committee Meeting in Vienna, 2-12 May 
2017. 

Negative Security Assurances 

The absence of legally binding Security Assurances regime poses a raison 
d’être for NPT States Parties in seeking nuclear materials and advancement 
of nuclear weapons technology for their self-defense.  

Legally binding security assurances within the context of the Treaty should 
provide an essential benefit to States Parties and contribute progress in both 
disarmament and non-proliferation.  

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

Indonesia was among the first countries that signed the treaty to prohibit 
nuclear weapons on 20th September. The landmark treaty, voted by 122 
countries and supported vigorously by the global civil society, stemmed from 
the initiative of the First Committee. Let us now, in engagement with the civil 
society, intensify our work to ensure that the Treaty enters into force at the 
earliest. Let the Treaty be the beginning of the end – the elimination of 
nuclear weapons. 

Indonesia condemns any ongoing activities that are prohibited under this 
treaty, such as threats to use nuclear weapons, tests, development, 
modernization and assistance with nuclear weapons or any stationing of these 
weapons in a state’s territory. 

We call upon other Member States to become part of the Treaty on the 
prohibition of nuclear weapons, and demonstrate their commitment to global 
peace and stability. 
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Nuclear Weapons Free Zone	

We underscore the importance of a nuclear weapons free zone to be an 
important step in achieving a world free of nuclear weapons.  

Indonesia would like to further express the importance of maintaining the 
Southeast Asian region to be free from nuclear weapons and other weapons 
of mass destruction. We call on the Nuclear Weapon States to sign and ratify 
the protocol of the Bangkok Treaty at the earliest. ASEAN will submit a draft 
resolution on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), 
and we hope for the support of all Member States. 

We underscore the positive significance of a Middle East Zone free from 
nuclear and other WMD, and urge the convening of the long delayed 2010 
Conference.  

It is deeply regretful that the grand bargain, as the basis of the NPT indefinite 
extension, continues to be ignored. 

Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty  

We urge the Annex II countries that have not yet signed and ratified the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) to act so that the CTBT can 
enter into force.  

We must admit that after these past decades, the prospect of its entry into 
force remains uncertain.  

Against that backdrop, however, we should be reminded that the CTBT not 
only serves as a tool for international security and stability, it possesses the 
ability for peaceful uses in some particular areas. The verification regime has 
enabled state parties and signatory states obtained valuable data for civil 
scientific purposes and humanitarian disaster management efforts. 

Other Disarmament Machinery 
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We underline political will and working together for the common good. 
While there are serious threats to international security and cooperation, there 
are signs of hope too. In addition to the Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear 
weapons, this year, we have seen consensus recommendations for the 
objectives and agenda to convene the fourth special session of the General 
Assembly devoted to disarmament (SSOD IV). That it happened after two 
decades shows that where there is a will, there is a way.  

It is critical that with dialogue, mutual respect and political will, we continue 
to achieve tangible outcomes. 

Indonesia encourages all parties to faithfully implement the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and urges the international 
community to ensure a positive atmosphere for the implementation of 
JCPOA. 

Conventional Weapons 

Indonesia is very concerned by the immense loss of lives and property that 
the illegal supply and illegitimate use of conventional weapons by 
unauthorized actors has caused in many parts of the world. In addressing this 
menace, Indonesia fully supports the implementation of the UN Program of 
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and 
Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (POA-SALW) with robust international 
support. 

Arms Race in Outer Space 

Indonesia is also deeply disturbed by the developments related to antiballistic 
missile systems, and the increased threat of weaponization and militarization 
of outer space. Outer space is our common heritage, and it must be used in a 
peaceful manner for the benefit and interest of all humanity.  

Indonesia supports the negotiations on a treaty to ban arms race in outer 
space, and encourages interim steps to build trust and transparency. The 
negotiation should be open, transparent and inclusive for any code of conduct 
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on outer space. Furthermore, it should be consistent with the mandates of all 
relevant UN bodies.  

Indonesia is also concerned over the threat by cyber-attacks as well as the 
militarization of cyberspace. The creation of norms so that the Internet is not 
used as a medium of cyber-attacks is highly important. Indonesia strongly 
supports promotion of the use of Internet for peaceful and development 
purposes. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The challenges before us are many and complex. But none that cannot be 
overcome, if we uphold the global norms and resolutely exercise our political 
will with multilateralism, mutual respect and strengthened cooperation. 

Indonesia, on its part, remains fully determined to work actively to help 
enable tangible outcomes in the First Committee. 

Thank you. 

 

 


