
EU Joint Reply to the UNODA request related to UNGA Resolution 71/85 on 

"Strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region" 

 

In response to this request, the European Union would like to submit the following: 

Strengthening of security and internal regional co-operation in the Mediterranean (as well as 

in the broad Middle East) remains high on the European agenda. 

Co-operation was reinforced through relevant regional organisations especially with the 

Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) whose strategic importance as a key platform for dialogue 

and a mechanism to strengthen regional and social cohesion in the Mediterranean was also 

reiterated in the Global Strategy on the EU Foreign and Security Policy (EUGS). A number of 

high level meetings were conducted pursuing the EU's strong engagement with Mediterranean 

partners in view of an increasingly effective partnership within the context of the reviewed 

European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The ENP review and the 2017 Joint Communication 

on a strategic approach to resilience in the EU external action proposed concrete measures to 

reinforce partners' resilience against global challenges and threats, such as supporting the 

development and growth of the poorest areas, countering the terrorist threat and violent 

extremism, as well as supporting security sector reform and border management in the context 

of the rule of law. The CFSP missions and operations in the region also play an important role 

in achieving this goal. 

Where possible, the EU co-operated with Southern Mediterranean and Middle East countries 

on economic, security, political and civil society tracks. The EU stepped up its engagement in 

favour of countries that are implementing political and economic reforms such as Tunisia, 

Jordan, Lebanon and Morocco. This translated into enhanced political dialogue, significant 

EU financial assistance, agreement on priorities for partnerships, as well as progress in key 

policy areas. Co-operation with the Southern partners on tackling terrorism and preventing 

radicalisation leading to violent extremism has been strengthened. 

Updated security and counter-terrorism dialogues and high-level visits have been conducted 

in the region specifically in Tunisia, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and Egypt leading to concrete 

results. Counter-terrorism/security experts have been deployed in EU Delegations in Algeria, 

Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Lebanon, with direct support of Member States, to 

contribute to a better situational awareness of local context as well as to define targeted, 

evidence based co-operation programmes. They also act as a reference point for counter-

terrorism and countering violent extremism matters for local and international counterparts for 

example in donor co-ordination platform or at Global Counter-Terrorism Forum meetings. 
The EU was involved in several conferences organised by Algeria on CT and national 

reconciliation. An enhanced civil protection operational mechanism between the EU and 

Algeria was set up in 2016. 

The EU maintained its position as the region's largest donor and foreign aid provider. 

Migration continues to be one of many priorities for the EU and its partners in the region. At 

the Valetta summit in Malta in November 2015, the EDU and African partners agreed to 

respond decisively and together manage migration flows in all their aspects, guided by the 

principles of solidarity, partnership and shared responsibility. A Senior Officials Meeting was 

held in February 2017 where partners continued to renew their joint efforts to strengthen 

cooperation and to implement the Joint Valetta Action Plan. The EU continues to value the 



important contribution to the success of the Joint Valetta Action Plan summit by Morocco, 

Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Egypt, as participants in this and as members of the Rabat and 

Khartoum processes respectively. 

The EU continues to address the root causes of migration such as instability through its CSDP 

missions in the Sahel region, and it combats traffickers' networks and implements the UN 

arms embargo through its operation EUNAVFOR MED Sophia. 

The EU has been an active participant in the International Syria Support Group since its 

creation in 2015 and is fully committed to the implementation of UNSCR 2254, notably in 

relation to humanitarian access, cessation of hostilities leading to a ceasefire and advancing 

political transition. The EU supported the UN-led efforts and played its part in supporting the 

intra-Syria talks and de-escalating regional tensions. The EU co-chaired with the UN, 

Germany, Kuwait, Norway, Qatar and the United Kingdom a conference attended by 

representatives of 70 countries in Brussels in April 2017 building on previous conferences in 

Kuwait and London. The EU confirmed a package of EUR 1.8 billion for the period of 2017-

2020, in addition to contributions provided by EU Member States. Since 2013 the EU has 

contributed with circa 22 million EUR to the dismantling of the Syrian chemical weapons 

programme. 

The EU has joined the League of Arab States, the UN and the African Union to form the 

Libya Quartet, with the objective of contributing to the efforts of finding a solution to the 

crisis. 

As OSCE participating states, the EU Member states foster cooperation and dialogue on wider 

security issues through the OSCE Mediterranean Partnership with Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 

Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia. Priority areas in this forum include countering radicalisation 

and terrorism, boarder security, migration management and non-discrimination.  

Political dialogue has been further intensified with regional partners such as the League of 

Arab States (LAS). Under the EU-LAS Strategic Dialogue launched in November 2015, two 

additional working groups (on fighting transnational organised crime and on international 

migration) have been added to those already existing (on counter-terrorism, weapons of mass 

destruction, crisis management, early warning and crisis response, and humanitarian 

assistance). So far, those working groups have focused on policy dialogues and exchanges of 

best practices. The EU-LAS Ministerial Meeting held in Cairo in December 2016 confirmed 

the Joint Work Programme, which puts an emphasis to activities related to crisis management, 

civil society, human rights, diplomacy, electoral observation and increased participation of 

women in economic development. The EU also seeks to work with the Gulf States in 

addressing challenges in the region, such as those in Yemen, Syria, Iraq and the Horn of 

Africa. 

The EU's co-operation with the Organisation of Islamic Co-operation (OIC) has gained new 

impetus with the successful co-organisation of a High Level Event on Anti-Muslim 

Discrimination and Hatred in New York in January 2016 and the first EU-OIC Senior 

Officials Meeting held in Brussels in February 2017. 

 


