
 

 

The UK’s contribution to the implementation of Resolution 70/53 concerning 

transparency and confidence building measures in outer space activities.  

Executive Summary 

The UK strongly supports transparency and confidence building measures in outer space 

activities. We were pleased to contribute to the Group of Governmental Experts report on this 

matter published in July 2013. Since then, we have engaged in a range of TCBMS including 

publishing revised national space policies, increasing cross-government oversight of space 

activities, and increasing international collaboration on space activities to build policy and 

technical capacity in other nations.  

Detail 

The UK strongly supports the use of transparency and confidence building as a means to 

ensure the safety, security and sustainability of human activity in outer space.  

Space capabilities and services are vital to protecting national security, to helping deliver global 

peace and stability; and they provide a range of economic, scientific and cultural benefits to 

humanity. However, it is important that the use of space systems for legitimate security 

requirements does not lead to activity in space that degrades the space environment and denies 

these benefits to us in future.   

The UK was pleased to form part of the Group of Governmental Experts, which published its 

consensus recommendations in July 2013 on TCBMs in outer space activities. Since then we 

have carried out a number of unilateral, bilateral, regional and multilateral activities in line with 

the TCBMs contained in the report and its supporting resolutions, including 70/53. For example: 

▪ Professor Richard Crowther of the UK Space Agency, in collaboration with GGE 

colleagues from South Africa, France and Italy produced a paper entitled ‘’Criteria for 

developing and testing Transparency and Confidence Building Measures for outer space 

activities’, published in Space Policy (Vol 30, pg 91-97) in 2014, designed to assist 

states with designing and implementing such TCBMs.  

 

▪ We published a Strategic Defence and Security Review in November 2015, which 

reaffirmed the important role that space capabilities and services play in the protecting 

the security and promoting the prosperity of the United Kingdom and highlighted the 

importance of international collaboration.  

 

▪ We published a new National Space Policy in December 2015, which sets out the 

guiding principles of UK space policy and programmes, including the need to preserve 

the space environment, foster international collaboration and promote responsible 

behaviour in outer space. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/478933/52309_Cm_9161_NSS_SD_Review_web_only.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/484864/NSP_-_Final.pdf


 

 

▪ We established a ministerial space committee in 2016 to oversee implementation of UK 

space policy. Ensuring that a variety of government perspectives are represented 

around the table ensures no single element of government business drives decision 

making with respect to space, which is a critical domain for science, commerce and 

military activity.  

 

▪ We have continued to engage in a number of bilateral space collaborations with 

emerging space faring nations, most recently with Algeria though the AlSat Nano project 

which contain an element of knowledge transfer. We believe this helps develop 

capability and promote understanding with partner nations to operate safely in space as 

well as building foundations for future co-operation.   

 

▪ The UK hosted and chaired the 34th meeting of the Inter Agency Debris Co-ordination 

Committee in April 2016, which made further progress in improving international 

collaboration to characterise and understand the problem of space debris and develop 

technical standards to mitigate it.  

 

▪ The UK continues to uphold its responsibilities under the Outer Space Treaties and 

Conventions to which it is a signatory State, not least via its national legislation the Outer 

Space Act 1986 through which it upholds its international obligations in supervising UK 

entities in their orbital activities.   

 

It is fifty years after the Outer Space Treaty was signed in 1967. We believe that the OST and 

the other space treaties continue to provide a solid foundation for human activity in outer space 

now and in the future. Adherence to them constitutes an important TCBM and we call on those 

who have not yet ratified the OST, or have acted to fulfil their obligations under the Treaty and 

related Conventions to do so as soon as practicable.  

As technology develops and supports more space activity, some of which may not have been 

foreseen at the time of the treaties, it is important that we continue to work together to develop 

the technical standards, best practices and guidelines that allows us to conduct space activity 

safely, securely and in conformity with our international legal obligations.    

To that end the UK welcomes the agreement within the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space (COPUOS) in June 2016 on a first set of guidelines for the long term sustainability 

of outer space activities. We hope that through continued constructive dialogue, progress can 

be made on the remaining draft guidelines by 2018. 

The inherently dual-use nature of any space system meant that TCBMs will attain even greater 

importance as humanity expands its activity in outer space at an ever increasing rate.  The UK 

is therefore committed to strengthening voluntary norms of responsible behaviour in outer space 

for both civilian and military activity, providing clarity in both the nature and intent of activities in 

space, and stands ready to engage in any future UN negotiations to this end.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-colour-image-for-joint-uk-and-algerian-cubesat

