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  Space-borne systems and space applications are vital to the daily life and workings of every modern 

nation in the world and their peoples. They enhance scientific knowledge, national security and global 

economic interests. Space applications improve life on the ground through weather forecasting, 

environmental monitoring, remote sensing, satellite navigation, satellite telecommunications and much 

more. 

  However, a number of challenges exist in the space arena, such as orbital congestion, situational 

awareness and collision avoidance. With the continuous increase in the number of satellites and of 

space debris, the circumterrestrial space environment will become increasingly hazardous to both 

manned and unmanned spaceflight. 

  For that purpose, many nations in the world are pursuing a variety of unilateral, bilateral and 

multilateral transparency and confidence -building measures to address these challenges and to 

strengthen long-term sustainability, stability, safety and security in space. 

  The international community increasingly recognizes the importance and usefulness of transparency 

and confidence-building measures as a way to promote openness and to reduce tensions between 

nations, in particular in areas where mistrust or misperception may exist. Overcoming the latter 

problems requires building confidence between nations, which can be achieved only with goodwill, 

transparency and openness, through information-sharing, data exchange and personal contact. 

  The United Nations and the international community have recognized the contributions of the 

transparency and confidence-building measures to peace, security and stability. It is well known that 

such measures have been successfully used in the past in bilateral, regional, and multilateral forums, for 

example, during the Cold War era, which has, on occasion, spared the world from potential armed 

conflicts. 

  The successful history of transparency and confidence-building measures in other areas, such as 

strategic nuclear and conventional forces, suggests that they can also make important contributions to 

the field of space. 

  Activities in space are often the source of uncertainty, suspicions and mistrust, in part due to the 

frequently classified technologies and systems used by the military and intelligence organizations of 

spacefaring nations.  

  Space-related transparency and confidence-building measures enable us to address critical areas, such 

as orbital debris, space situational awareness and collision avoidance, and through them help to 

increase familiarity and trust and encourage openness among spacefaring nations. 

  Currently, there are a number of ongoing efforts to establish multilateral transparency and confidence-

building measures: the work of the Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-

building Measures in Outer Space Activities and the proposed international code of conduct for outer 

space activities. 



  An international code of conduct, if adopted, would help to prevent mishaps, misperceptions and 

mistrust in space by establishing non-legally binding guidelines that reduce the hazards of accidental and 

purposeful debris-generating events. It would encourage all spacefaring nations to act responsibly in a 

space environment that is increasingly congested and contested. It would also address the challenge of 

collision avoidance by increasing the transparency of operations in space. Other effective transparency 

and confidence-building measures may include dialogue between nations on space security issues, the 

sharing of space policies and budgets, expert visits and information exchanges on natural debris hazards. 

 


