
France [Original: French] [3 February 2017] 

  France is committed to the output of the Group of Governmental Experts on Transparency and 

Confidence-Building Measures in Outer Space Activities, of which it was a member between 2010 and 

2013. Not only are these measures complementary to the transparency and confidence-building 

provisions set out in the existing international legal texts, but they also enrich the existing body of non-

legally binding principles, which encourage responsible behaviour in outer space, thereby ensuring 

access to and the peaceful uses of outer space. France therefore associates itself fully with the European 

Union communication that recalls that such measures make an important contribution to maintaining 

the security, safety and sustainability of outer space activities, as was the case with the draft 

International Code of Conduct for Outer Space Activities proposed by the European Union.   

  France is also committed to the effective implementation of transparency and confidence-building 

measures in outer space activities. As reflected in the European Union communication, France is 

implementing these recommendations in its space - related activities. It is communicating actively on its 

space policy, including in the area of defense. As a party to the Convention on Registration of Objects 

Launched into Outer Space, France provides the required information and maintains a national registry 

of objects in orbit which is available to the public. The fact that it possesses, in the Grand Réseau Adapté 

a la Veille Spatiale, a space monitoring tool unique in Europe enables it to contribute effectively to the 

sharing of information, at the European level, on the risks of collision in outer space. Through its space 

agency, the Centre national d’études spatiales, France has specialized in the analysis of the risks of 

collision in orbit and recommended avoidance manoeuvres. Today it protects a fleet of 23 French and 

European satellites. France is also involved in space weather projects in Europe. Moreover, it is engaged 

in international cooperation projects in the area of space debris, as well as in space missions relevant to 

sustainable development and the academic realm. 

  Like the European Union, France supports continued efforts to establish principles of responsible 

behaviour across the full range of space activities, with a view to strengthening international 

cooperation, the commitment to debris avoidance, equitable access to outer space and transparency in 

space activities. In that regard, it welcomes the progress made by the Working Group on the Long -term 

Sustainability of Outer Space Activities of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on 

guidelines relating to the long-term sustainability of outer space activities. France hopes that the 

extension of the Group’s mandate through 2018 will make it possible to adopt a coherent, solid set of 

guidelines. Like the transparency and confidence-building measures relating to outer space activities, 

this initiative attests to the value of seeking practical measures that make a tangible contribution to 

facilitating access to and use of outer space for peaceful purposes. 

 


