
China [Original: Chinese] [10 February 2017] 

  China attaches great importance to this issue. 

  China believes that the adoption by all countries of an appropriate level of transparency and 

confidence-building measures with respect to their outer space activities will help to increase mutual 

trust, reduce misunderstandings, promote cooperation in the peaceful use of outer space, and to a 

certain extent help to prevent the weaponization of outer space and assist in the verification of an outer 

space arms control treaty in the future. Indeed, the most important transparency and confidence-

building measure in that regard would be for all countries to commit to refrain from deploying weapons 

in outer space and to prevent the weaponization of outer space and a space arms race. However, outer 

space transparency and confidence-building measures are not legally binding and thus cannot fill the 

gaps in existing international legal instruments on outer space. Those measures can serve as a useful 

supplement in the negotiation and conclusion of international legal instruments to prevent the 

weaponization of outer space and a space arms race, but cannot replace or have the status of legal 

instruments.     

   China is confident that the negotiation and conclusion of new international legal instruments is the 

best way to prevent the weaponization of outer space and a space arms race. China hopes that the 

Conference on Disarmament will begin substantive work as soon as possible and launch formal 

negotiations on the draft treaty on outer space submitted by the Russian Federation and China. 

   China has proactively adopted a series of transparency and confidence - building measures aimed at 

maintaining peace, security and long-term sustainability in outer space. Those measures include: 

 (a) Maintaining transparency in its outer space policies. In the latest version of its white paper on outer 

space, published in December 2016, China reiterated its unwavering stance on the peaceful use of outer 

space, its opposition to the weaponization of outer space and a space arms race, and explained in detail 

its aims and principles with respect to outer space activities and the primary tasks in their development 

over the next five years; 

 (b) Diligently fulfilling its obligations with respect to the Convention on Registration of Objects 

Launched into Outer Space. China has made public through the media many of its major space launch 

activities. It has communicated and coordinated with concerned States and international organizations;  

(c) Using relevant United Nations principles and frameworks as a basis for conducting practice activities 

related to nuclear power source safety; 

(d) Engaging in regular bilateral exchanges with concerned States on space debris and satellite collision 

warnings;  

(e) Actively participating in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, the Inter-Agency Space 

Debris Coordination Committee and in the formulation of international space debris mitigation 

guidelines under multilateral mechanisms. China is making unremitting efforts to strengthen its capacity 

and mechanisms;  



(f) Signing over 100 cooperation agreements and memorandums of understanding with over 30 States 

and actively engaging in space cooperation within the framework of the United Nations the BRICS 

countries (Brazil, the Russian Federation, India, China and South Africa) and the Asia -Pacific Space 

Cooperation Organization;  

(g) Hosting, on numerous occasions and on a voluntary basis, visits by government officials and 

aerospace experts from various States to space launch sites in China. 


