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Mr. Chairperson, 

In the debate on other weapons of mass destruction Poland traditionally 

attaches particular attention to the issues related to the implementation 

of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). We remain strongly 

committed to the idea of the world free of chemical weapons and 

support efforts of the Organization for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW) in this regard. 

Unfortunately, almost twenty years after the Convention entered into 

force, international community is remote from fulfillment of this 

ambitious goal. 

What is of utmost concern it is that the bedrock of the Convention, 

international norm against use of chemical weapons, has been seriously 

undermined during last two years. It affects the whole CWC regime and 

the OPCW credibility today. 

Taking this into account, Poland welcomed unanimous adoption of the 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 2235 last year that 

established the OPCW-UN Joint Investigative Mechanism (JIM) to identify 

those who were involved in the use of chemicals as weapons in the 

Syrian Arab Republic. One year afterwards, the “JIM” presented its first 

findings that are gravely worrisome. 

Furthermore, non-state actors have obtained access to some toxic 

chemicals and may employ them for terrorist purposes. The elimination 

of chemical weapons stockpiles is an unfinished business, despite 

significant progress this year with regard to Libyan chemical weapons. 

Finally, the CWC universalization has not yet been fully achieved that 

hampers achieving object and purpose of the Convention. 

This is the context in which Poland, as in the previous years, introduces 

in the United Nations General Assembly Draft Resolution on the CWC 

Implementation. 
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The key goal of these efforts is to ensure a clear recognition of the 

exceptional role of the CWC in the area of disarmament, preventing re-

emergence of chemical weapons, international cooperation and 

protection against it. The resolution has to ensure the overall support of 

the international community for the world free of chemical weapons, the 

CWC implementation in its whole entirety as well as its universalization. 

The message should be strong, united, and shall encourage us to adopt 

the resolution by consensus. This is what the OPCW needs, while facing 

the numerous challenges and discussing its future transformation. 

For that aim Poland conducted open and transparent process starting 

with the early consultation in The Hague and follow-up two round 

rounds of discussions in New York. We had to take into account that due 

to the complicated political context the OPCW or other international 

body have not been able so far to address the biggest challenge for the 

credibility of the Convention that stems from the “JIM” findings. 

However, the General Assembly and its First Committee cannot remain 

silent with regard to these outcomes. They demonstrate that use of 

chemical weapons is no longer an abstract idea. We have to condemn in 

the strongest possible terms such a use and send a united signal that 

those responsible will be held accountable. 

This year again Poland was confronted with fundamentally divergent 

views of the Member States that were contradictive and mutually 

excluding. Finding middle ground proved to be more challenging than 

ever. Poland as a sole sponsor has to take therefore responsibility to 

reflect the current status of implementation of the CWC, building upon 

the discussion at the OPCW as well as in New York. Poland has done its 

utmost to provide both factual and actual text. We are fully aware of the 

dynamic and changeable situation, and we will not stop our efforts to 

address it. 

Concluding, let me express our gratitude to all the Distinguished 

Delegations participating in extensive consultations on the draft 

resolution.  
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These discussions confirmed existence of an overall political support in 

all regions for the implementation of all pillars of the Convention as well 

as concern related to the usage of chemical weapons. Poland hopes that 

its efforts as the sponsor will be taken into account and for this very 

reason compromise text of the resolution will be accepted by this 

esteemed assembly at this demanding time. 

Thank you. 

 


