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Mr. Chairman, 

I. Let me begin by extending our heartfelt condolence for the People and 

Government of the Kingdom of Thailand for the passing of King Bhumibol 

Adulyadej. As we united in grief, Laotian shares the Thais sorrow in this great 

lost. May his Majesty rest in peace. 

2. I would like to join the prevIous speakers to congratulate you and 

members of the Bureau on the assumption of your office. 

3. My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 

representative of the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned 

Movement (NAM) and the statement delivered by the representative of the 

Republic of the Philippines on behalf of the Association of South East Asian 

Nations (ASEAN). However, I would like to make a few remarks in my 

national capacity. 

Mr. Chairman, 

4. The existence of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), in particular, 

nuclear weapons remains a matter of serious concern to all people and 

countries. The Lao PDR consistently holds the view that only through the 

total elimination of nuclear weapons, the international community could 

ensure an absolute guarantee against the use or threat of use of such 

weapons. Therefore, we welcome the General Assembly Meeting to 

Commemorate the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear 
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Weapons held on 261h September 2016, aimIng at enhancing public 

awareness and promoting education about the threat posed to humanity by 

nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Chairman, 

5. The use of nuclear weapons would have catastrophic humanitarian 

consequences and such consequences make it imperative to prohibit the use 

of nuclear weapons. Therefore, we reaffirm that the Nuclear Non

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) remains the cornerstone of the nuclear non

proliferation regime and the essential foundation for the pursuit of nuclear 

disarmament and for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. In order to 

achieve these objectives and to preserve its integrity, it is of paramount 

importance that the treaty should be implemented in a balanced manner on 

all its three pillars and in good faith. 

6. The Lao PDR stresses the importance of the entry into force of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) which aims at promoting 

nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation. However, 20 years after 

it was opened for signature, the CTBT remains ineffective. It is, therefore, 

the duty of the international community to ensure the entry into force of this 

Treaty as soon as possible. The Lao PDR commends those States that have 

signed and ratified the Treaty and hopes that those who have not done so to 

sign and ratify the CTBT at an early date, in particular, Annex 2 States. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

7. The creation of the Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zones has significantly 

contributed to the strengthening of the global nuclear disarmament and 

nuclear non-proliferation regime as well as the enhancement of regional and 

global peace and security. The Lao PDR wishes to reiterate that it is 

essential to these zones to be recogn ized and provide unconditional 

assurances agai nst the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons to all States of 

the zones by Nuclear Weapons States. We also wish to reemphasize the 

importance of the full operation of the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 

Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) and encourage the Nuclear Weapons 

States to accede to its Protocol. 

Mr. Chairman, 

8. The Lao PDR strongly believes that political will and flexibility of 

Member States are essential in order to make progress in the field of 

disarmament and non-proliferation as well as to overcome the challenges 

posed to the international community by nuclear weapons. It requires more 

effort from each and every country to work together to achieve the common 

goals that is: a world free from nuclear weapons. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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