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Mr. Chair, 

1. First of all, I wish to express the appreciation of the Government 
and the people of Thailand for the words of condolence and 
support from you, Mr. Chair, and various delegations during this 

time of grief. 

2. Thailand wishes to align itself with the ASEAN statement. 

3.' It is disheartening that we are here again at this First Committee 
to discuss the issue of nuclear disarmament, the very issue that 
gave birth to the United Nations, and whereby the first resolution 

was adopted to address it. 

4. The existence of these dreadful weapons is based on the security 
doctrines of nuclear deterrence from the past, which has served 
to address the international security environment 70 years ago. 
Such doctrines need to be reviewed not only to address' the 

current circumstances that non-state actors become more active 
and relevant, but also not to provoke mistrust and aggression that 

is fueled by nuclear arms race. 

5. We are pleased to be here with renewed hope. The adoption, 
in good faith, of the resolution 70/33 was an honest effort to 
break an impasse in the disarmament machinery, including the 

Conference on Disarmament, in order to move closer to a world 
free of nuclear weapons -- the goal we all share. This Open
Ended Working Group has successfully served as an alternative 
forum to discuss and address issues related to nuclear weapons in 
a comprehensive, inclusive, interactive and constructive manner. 

/6. The Working Group ... 
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6. The Working Group had positively and constructively engaged 
more countries in the negotiations on nuclear disarmament than 
ever before, building upon common values and norms in trying 
to- bridge differences in security perceptions. I wish to commend 
those countries as well as representatives of the civil society, 
who participated and contributed constructively to the conclusion 
of the Working Group. They are also encouraged to continue 
their efforts and participate in the upcoming negotiation process 
for a legal instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons. 

7. The Working Group explored all possible options and elements 
in taking forward the negotiations on nuclear. Now, it is time 
to implement the recommendations therein, with a view 
to achieving a world free of nuclear weapons. 

8. Our joint efforts in nuclear disarmament are aimed at 
strengthening the non-proliferation regime by implementing 
Article VI of the NPT, and NOT to undermine it. Nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation should be pursued together, 
NOT one at the expense of the other, in order to ensure collective 
security for all. According to the 1996 Ie] advisory opinion, 
there "exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to 
a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in 
all its aspects under strict and effective international control. " 

9. In implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
our collective contributions and commitments to 
disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction could substantively complement the achievement 
of the SDGs, in particular Goal 16. Our limited resources 

Ishould be ... 
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should be directed at attaining these Goals, rather than be 
diverted to the development of weapons programmes. Indeed, 
peace and development are mutually reinforcing, and are 
cultivating ground for human and collective security for all. 
Weapons of mass destruction have no place in this equation. 

Mr. Chair,-

10. At this critical juncture in history, it is up to us if we want to 
continue to live with nuclear weapons and their inherent threats 
posed by the catastrophic_ humanitarian consequences of any 
detonation, or to move forward constructively towards our 
shared goal of a world free of nuclear weapons that we all have 
repeatedly called for. 

11. The road ahead will be difficult. Member States should work 
together and work harder. Parliamentarian, the civil society, and 
academia have important roles in raising public awareness on 
threats to humanity posed by nuclear weapons and mobilising 
public support to the negotiation and conclusion of the legal 
instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons. 

12. Thailand believes that we can pave the way towards a world free 
of nuclear weapons in the foreseeable future. 

13. I thank you Mr. Chair. 
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