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Mr. Chair, 
 
I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Member States of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN, namely Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, and my country the Philippines. 
 
Before anything else, on behalf of the ASEAN community, I wish to convey to the 

Government and People of Thailand our sincerest condolences on the passing of His 

Majesty the King of Thailand.  A great statesman has passed from us, a monarch of 

unwavering integrity, abiding humility, and steadfast dedication to his people.   We offer 

our prayers for His Majesty’s eternal rest.    

 
Mr. Chair, 
 
We thank the High Representative for Disarmament Affairs and other High-Level Officials 
for their comprehensive and informative briefing on October 13 on the “current state of 
affairs in the field of arms control and disarmament and the role of international 
organizations with mandates in this field.” 
 
 
 



Mr. Chair, 
 
From the day that this august institution the United Nations was established, Member 
States have articulated the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons, 
the threats that existing nuclear weapons arsenals pose to the very existence of the 
human race, the overwhelming sentiment by the international community to eliminate 
these weapons, and the roadblocks that remain in the path towards this goal. 
 
It is in this context that ASEAN reiterates its firm commitment to the work of achieving a 
world free of nuclear weapons.  We are resolute in our belief that nuclear disarmament 
and the total elimination of nuclear weapons is the only absolute guarantee against its 
use or threat of use. 
 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
ASEAN is pleased with the conduct and the outcome of the work of the Open Ended 
Working Group (OEWG) at their sessions held in Geneva earlier this year, and we 
congratulate Ambassador Thani Thongphakdi, Permanent Representative of Thailand to 
the UN Office in Geneva, for his competent and balanced chairmanship.  In the face of 
the lack of progress at the nuclear disarmament negotiating table in recent years, the 
OEWG offers the international community an unprecedented opportunity to infuse 
momentum in achieving the next critical steps to move the nuclear disarmament agenda 
forward.   
 
In this context, ASEAN supports the call to convene a conference in 2017, open to all 
States, with the contributions from international organizations and civil society, to 
negotiate a legally-binding instrument prohibiting nuclear weapons, leading towards their 
total elimination.  
 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
ASEAN reaffirms its commitment to do its part in strengthening the nuclear disarmament 
architecture.  The Humanitarian Pledge is an encapsulation of the principles behind our 
shared goal to achieve a nuclear global zero that contributes to the collective security of 
the human race. 
 
We continue to recognize the NPT as the cornerstone of the non-proliferation regime, and 
we look forward to continuing the work in strengthening it beginning next year in 
preparation for the next review cycle.  We call on all States parties to the NPT to renew 
their commitment to the urgent and full implementation of existing obligations under 
Article VI. 
 
 
 



ASEAN also recognizes the CTBT as a fundamental pillar of the global nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation regime.  We welcome the ratification of the CTBT of 
Angola, Swaziland and Myanmar as important steps towards the shared goal of universal 
adherence.  We join the call for the remaining Annex 2 States to sign and ratify the Treaty 
as soon as possible, and finally realize its entry into force.  Hence, ASEAN expresses 
concern regarding the joint statement on the CTBT by the Nuclear Weapon States issued 
on 15 September 2016, and we reject their assertion that their nuclear stockpile 
maintenance and stewardship programs are consistent with NPT and CTBT objectives.  
We would like to underline that any form of voluntary moratorium of nuclear weapons 
testing is no substitute to the CTBT, pending its entry into force.  
 
ASEAN will continue to support the work of establishing zones free of nuclear weapons 
and other weapons of mass destruction all over the world, in particular in the Middle East. 
We are committed to preserving the Southeast Asian region as a Nuclear Weapons Free 
Zone and free of all other weapons of mass destruction, as enshrined in the Bangkok 
SEANWFZ Treaty and the ASEAN Charter.  As such, we stress the importance of full and 
effective implementation of the Treaty, including through the Plan of Action to Strengthen 
the Implementation of the SEANWFZ Treaty (2013-2017).     
 
The ASEAN Member States, as a group and in our individual national capacities, are 
actively engaged in discussions in the First Committee on the various resolutions that aim 
to take forward the discourse and action on nuclear weapons and disarmament.  We will 
likewise actively participate in the discussions on nuclear terrorism, fissile material cut-
off, the IAEA, and the situation in the Korean Peninsula. 
 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
The global community has managed to set up a framework that paves the way for global 
nuclear disarmament through the various legal instruments.  However, this framework will 
remain ineffective for as long as the nuclear weapon states reserve their willingness to fill 
in the gaps, to address the weaknesses and to pursue complementarities.  We therefore 
call on the Nuclear Weapon States to do their part and once and for all bring to fruition 
our collective efforts to achieve a nuclear-free world. 
 
Thank you Mr. Chair. 
 
 

* * * 


