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Thank you Mr. Chair, 

On behalf ofthe State Palestine, allow me to congratulate you on your well-deserved election as Chair of 
the First Committee for this 71 st session of the UN General Assembly. This is yet another testimony of 
the standing of your country, Algeria, as an important actor on the multilateral stage. Allow me also to 
extend our congratulations to the other members of the Bureau and to wish them all success in their duties. 

The State of Palestine aligns itself with the statements made by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and Tunisia on behalf of the Arab Group. 

Mr. Chair, 

The acquisition by the State of Palestine of observer State status within the UN paved the way for its 
accession to various international conventions. When identifying the treaties it wished to join, the State of 
Palestine gave priority to those relating to protecting life, fundamental freedoms and human dignity. 
Disarmament is first and foremost about fulfilling this purpose. This is why Palestine acceded to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear W~pons (NPT), the Convention on prohibitions or restrictions on 
the use of certain conventional weapons which may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have 
indiscriminate effects and the protocols to this Convention on non-detectable fragments and on 
prohibitions or restrictions on the use of incendiary weapons, as well as the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions. The State of Palestine is contemplating acceding to other treaties in the field of disarmament, 
thus contributing to their necessary universality. 

The State of Palestine has also joined core international humanitarian law conventions and underlines the 
vital articulation between disarmament and IHL. At the heart of international humanitarian law lies the 
protection ofthose who do not take part or have stopped taking part in hostilities, notably civilians. Such 
protection entails upholding the principle of distinction and as such ridding our world of certain weapons 
and duly restricting the use of others. It also entails upholding international criminal law as accountability 
is indispensable to ensure respect for intemationallaw. 

The greatest possible breach to the principle of distinction derives from the use of nuclear weapons, with 
their indiscriminate short-term and long-tenn effects. Nuclear weapons constitute the greatest threat of all. 
Nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament are complementary and equally essential for ensuring 
international peace and security. There is no substitute to the total elimination of nuclear weapons to 
preserve us from the existential threat posed by the use of such weapons. 
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Mr. Chair, 

We deeply regret the failure of the 9th NPT Review Conference to reach consensus on a fmal document. 
This constitutes a setback for efforts to advance full implementation of existing nuclear non-proliferation 
and disarmament commitments towards fulfillment of Article VI of the NPT. The establishment of a zone 
free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction in the region of the Middle East is more 
urgent than ever and deserves the support of all. Twenty-one years after the adoption of the 1995 resolution 
on the Middle East, and 6 years after the adoption of the 2010 Action Plan on the Middle East, determined 
action is long overdue. 

One party, Israel, has illegally developed a nuclear arsenal, consistently refused to renounce it and to 
accede to the NPT without precondition and place all its nuclear facilities under IAEA full-scope 
safeguards, thus blocking the, prospect of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East. 
Such a destructive attitude should not be shielded or rewarded but condemned and confronted. While the 
process of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone must be open to all, it similarly must be stoppable by 
none. Nuclear-weapon-free zones are an indispensable step towards a nuclear-weapon-free world, a 
prospect we should all strive for. 

There is similarly an urgent need to uphold the prohibition on the development, production, acquisition, 
stockpiling, retention, transfer or use of chemical and biological weapons. 

While not yet a party to the Anns Trade Treaty, Palestine fully endorses and supports the underlying 
principles behind the conclusion of the treaty, its object and purpose and the prohibitions it formulates. 

Palestine also underlines our shared and collective responsibility to preserve and protect the spaces which 
belong to all humanity: outer-space, the seabed and ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof and cyberspace. 
Ensuring these are safe and secure spaces dedicated to research and development and our collective human 
advancement is ~sential for promoting international cooperation and safeguarding international peace 

. and security. 

It is time to substitute the balance of fear and the arms race it entails, with a measure of reason, which can 
save us all. Some countries measure their power in counting the number of weapons they hold. Others are 
left with counting the victims of these weapons. It is often those who are the victims of horrors and 
violations of their right to life, freedom and dignity who are at the forefront of the development and 
strengthening of international law. As such, Palestine, which remains under prolonged military and 
colonial occupation, pledges, as an integral member of the international community, to strive fully and 
faithfully to the promotion, enforcement and respect of international law and the expansion of its 
protection, including in the vital field of disarmament. 

Thank you 
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