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In the Name o f God, the Most Compass ionate, the Most Merc ifu l 

Mr. Chairmall, 
I wou ld like to express my wamlcst congratulations all your elect ion to the Chainnanship 

of thi s Committee and assure you of the full cooperation o f my delegation. We arc happy that 
this important committee is be ing held under the gu idance of a wise and experienced diplomat 
from Algeria whose dedicated service to the cause o f d isarmament is well~kno\Vn . 

My delegation assac inlcs itself w ith the statement made by Indonesia on behalf of the 
Non-A ligned Movement. 

We serious ly fo llow the debates on issues on the agenda of this Committee, as they deal 
with the mos t important common goods of a ll nations, i.c. disarmament and intemational 
security. As our detailed pos it ions on d isannamenl issues will be e laborated in thcmat ic debates, 
I will thercfore focus only on certa in issues ofpanicular importance to liS. 

NuclCol l' dis:lrmamcnt: the highes t priority and unfulfilled ohligation 

Mr. Ch:li r man, 
Nuclear disarnlament re mains the fi rst and foremost priority in the di sarmament and 

internationa l securit y agenda. The mere ex istence of nuclea r wea pons is a source of th reat and 
d istrust in international relat ions. They undermine the Chartcr·based principle of equal righ t of 
all States to peace and securit y and the foundat ions of internationa l humanitarian law. Nuc lear 
d isanmUllcn t is a vita l undertak ing, because the conseq uences of inaction can be globa l 
catastrophe. Along with reaffinn ing commitmcnt to Iluclear di sanmllncnt , action and politica l 
will is rcquired to fulfi ll that objcct ive. 
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Seven decades after the first use of atomic weapons which created a humanitarian 
disaster and killed more than 200,000 people, there is no absolute guarantee that such weapons 
will not be used again. Thousands of them that are associated with military strategies and war 
plans, which contemplate their use under certain circumstances, continue to exist in the arsenals 
of nuclear-weapon States and other possessors. 

That is because nuclear-weapon States are not complying with their nuclear disarmament 
obligations. Almost half a century after the conclusion of the NPT under which all the States 
parties have an explicit legal obligation to achieve the total elimination of nuclear weapons, the 
gap between that nominal commitment and its implementation in practice is so wide. Upholding 
the integrity and credibility of NPT depends on the full implementation of all the obligations 
therein, in particular on nuclear disarmament. 

Even more disappointing, contrary to the commitment of nuclear-weapon States to 
diminish the role of nuclear weapons in their military doctrine, multi-billion-dollar programs for 
modernizing and replacing the nuclear arsenals and developing new types of advanced nuclear 
weapon systems are underway, in particular in France, United Kingdom and the United States. 

Undoubtedly, they should be held accountable for such willful non-compliances with 
their obligations under Article VI of the NPT. The grave risks and ramifications of persistent 
non-compliance with such obligations should not be taken lightly. They must stop violating their 
nuclear disarmament obligations. We will continue to express our deep concerns in this regard in 
appropriate international fora. 

A comprehensive convention is the only practical option to put nuclear disarmament 
process in the right direction 

Mr. Chairman, 
The lack of progress in the implementation of the very commitments that nuclear-weapon 

States have already embraced in the context of NPT Review Conferences has rendered the so
called step-by-step approach to nuclear disannament ineffective. This approach is not working 
and will not lead to a world free of nuclear weapons. This verdict is based on facts. No 
multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations have taken place during the past two decades as a 
result of the persistent rejection of any proposal to commence nuclear disannament negotiations 
in the Conference on Disannament. Even the CTBT, with all its imperfections and loopholes, is 
still in limbo and the politically motivated attempts, by a certain country, in abusing the UN 
Security Council to pass a resolution on this Treaty is neither legitimate nor a solution. 

Step-by-step approach has failed to even establish and consolidate a legally-binding 
global nonn against nuclear weapons testing or production and stockpiling of fissile material for 
nuclear weapons. Those who adamantly continue to insist on the failed step-by-step approach to 
nuclear disannament should note that they are insisting on a recipe for ensuring the indefinite 
retention of nuclear weapons, which, definitely, is contrary to legal obligations under Article VI 
of the NPT. 
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We be li eve the most effective and practica l way 10 achieve the complele abolition of 
nuclenr weapons within a specified timcframe and sustain a world free of nuclear weapons is to 
negotiate and bring to conclusion a comprehens ive nuc lear weapons convention which brings 
together all the necessary aspects of nuc lear disarmament by prohibiting the possession, 
development, production, acqu isition, testing, stockpiling, transfer, usc or threat of use of nuclear 
wenpons and to provide for their irreversible and verifiable destmcliol1. That is why that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran strongly supports the Non-A ligned Movement's proposal on the early 
commencement of a negotiation on a comprehensive nuclear weapons convention in the 
Conference on Disannamenl. 

Historica l facts attest that adopting sllch an approach was successfu l in banning and 
eli minating chemical weapons. Total elim ination of nuclear weapons is the on ly absolute 
guarantee against their threat or use and a comprehensive nuclear weapons convent ion can 
provide such a re li able and lasting guarantee. The Islamic Republi c of iran will continue to 
active ly engage in all international cffol1S to take forward mult il atera l nuclear disamlament 
negotiations. 

T he most dangerous weapons in hands of th e most da ngcrous regime in the Mid dle East 

Mr. C hairman, 
Iran has a strong interest in and comm itment to non~pro liferat i on of nuclear weapons and 

has been at the fo refront of regiona l and international efforts to achi eve the universality of the 
l\rpT. As it is well known, in 1974, Iran proposed the estab lishment of a nuclear~weapon~free 
zane in the Middle East. It was strongly supported by the internationa l communi ty and numerous 
resolutions and decis ions were subsequently adopted by the UNGA and NPT Review 
Conferences on its reali zation. But, the Israel i regime, which possesses nuclear weapons, is the 
on ly obstacle in the way of the establishment of th is zone and continues to block all intemat ional 
and regional efforts to fu lfill th is goal. You may all recall that, the 2015 N PT Rev iew Conference 
was unfortunate ly unable to adopt a final document , main ly due to an extemal factor: the 
pressure of a non-party to the NPT, i.e. , the Israeli regimc, to certain NPT States parties, who 
finally objected to the adoption of fina l document. It happened, because the final document had 
conta ined a decision on a nuclcar~weapon-free zone in the Midd le E<lst. 

Nuclear weapon in the hands of Israeli reg ime that has repeatedly committed aggression, 
occupat ion, genocide and terrori st acts pose the most dangerous threat to the security of non
nuclear weapon States Parties in the Midd le East. This situation cannot be sustained. Therefore, 
the Israel i regime must be compelled to accede, as a non-nuclear weapon party and without any 
condition or further delay, to NPT and other major treaties banning wcapons of mass destmct ion. 

The ullabated Ilow of offensivc conventiollal urms and its destabilizing effects 

We recognize the legitimate right of SImes to access to arms needed for their self
defence. At the same time, we arc deeply concerned about the continuous now of sophist icatcd 
offensive conventional weapons into the vo latile region of the Middle East in particu lar to those 
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who are engaged in aggression against other countries and violation of international 
humanitarian law, in particular Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

It is over a year that Saudi Arabia has waged a brutal war in Yemen killing thousands of 
civilians and destroying civilian infrastructures like schools and hospitals in massive and 
indiscriminate air strikes with the US and the UK arms and munitions. In its latest atrocity, on 
Saturday October 8th Saudi Arabia bombed a funeral gathering two times, killing around 150 
civilians and wounding almost 600. This appalling carnage is a brazen violation of international 
humanitarian law. We strongly urge the relevant arms exporting countries to comply fully with 
their obligations under international humanitarian law and stop selling arms and providing 
logistical military assistance to Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates in their aggression 
against Yemen. Ironically, the so-called harbingers of human rights in the international fora are 
taking holidays when it comes to the oppressed peoples of Yemen and Palestine. 

Conclusion 

Mr. Chairman, 
We are facing a difficult and complex situation in the field of international security and 

disarmament. But we will continue to proceed with hope and perseverance in pursuing our goals 
in disarmament. Securing a world without nuclear weapons will remain our highest priority. This 
is our common responsibility; Let's resolutely work together to that end; Let's consume all these 
inhumane weapons before they consume us all; let's collectively call upon all nuclear-weapon 
possessors to fulfill all their legal obligations on nuclear disarmament; let's live up responsibly to 
our ethical and moral responsibility in making a more secure world for all nations and all 
generations. We are confident that it is within reach. This can be realized only by resorting to the 
force of logic, not the logic of force; through diplomacy, and not coercion or intimidation. 

As a living example, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) proved that with 
serious and sustained diplomacy, solution to technically and politically complex issues is within 
reach even at a difficult time of international security. We hope that our deliberations in this 
Committee will contribute to upholding internationally agreed principles and to the advancement 
of our common objectives. 

I thank you. 
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