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SECURE AMMUNITION MANAGEMENT THROUGH ‘UN SaferGuard’ 

 

In over 60 countries during the last decade, poorly-stored ammunition stockpiles have inadvertently 

exploded. Thousands of people have died, and the livelihoods of entire communities were disrupted. 

Unsecured or poorly-monitored national ammunition stockpiles also lead to massive diversion to illicit 

markets. Diverted conventional ammunition is increasingly used to assemble improvised explosive 

devices (IEDs). 

 

Improving the whole-life management of conventional ammunition stockpiles requires action at 

national and regional levels. The Security Council has recommended that stockpile security and the 

management of arms and ammunition be promoted “as an urgent priority.” And the General Assembly 

has requested the United Nations to 

develop guidelines for adequate 

ammunition management. In 

response, the UN SaferGuard 

Programme has been established. It 

oversees the dissemination of 

International Ammunition Technical 

Guidelines (IATG): detailed standards 

for voluntary use by countries that 

wish to improve the safety and 

security of their ammunition storage 

sites. 

 

International Ammunition Technical Guidelines 

These guidelines assist national authorities, industry and others to enhance the safety and security of 

ammunition stockpiles – thus reducing the dual risks of explosions and diversion. Three levels of 

ascending comprehensiveness are offered. The basic level presents the most expedient ways to apply 

the essential principles of safe and secure whole-life ammunition management. Subsequent levels 

detail progressive measures that can be taken so that the highest standards are attained.   

 

Access all guidelines at https://www.un.org/disarmament/un-saferguard/ 
 

 
Continuous supply 

 
Ammunition replenishment patterns are highly distinct from 
arms trade patterns. Small arms are habitually recycled from 
conflict to conflict and typically have lifespans of multiple 
decades; their value however relies on the continuous fresh 
supply of ammunition. Therefore, ammunition controls 
deserve targeted attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devastation from a 2012 ammunition depot explosion in Brazzaville, Congo. 
200 people were killed, 2000 injured.  Photo: Erwan Morand. 
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The General Assembly has welcomed the completion of the IATG as well as the establishment of the 

UN SaferGuard programme for ammunition stockpile management. 

 

 

Tools 

Key practical tools are available for immediate use in improving ammunition safety: 

 

 Risk reduction checklist  

How safe is your explosive storehouse?  

Do a quick assessment using https://www.un.org/disarmament/un-saferguard/risk-reduction-
process-levels/ 
 

 Quantity-distance map 

What should be the minimum perimeter around your explosive storehouse in order for an 

unwanted explosion to have limited effects?  

Calculate easily on https://www.un.org/disarmament/un-saferguard/map/ 
 

 Vertical danger area calculator 

How low can aircraft and helicopters safely fly over your explosive warehouse? It depends on the 

type of building and the amount of explosives in it.  

Calculate easily on https://www.un.org/disarmament/un-saferguard/vertical-danger-area/ 
 

 Explosive limit license generator 

How far from the explosive storehouse can other structures be placed?  

Generate a license on https://www.un.org/disarmament/un-saferguard/explosives-limit-license/ 
 

 

Quick-response mechanism 
UNODA manages donor contributions for urgent ammunition stockpile management improvement or 

clearance. Affected countries can connect to UNODA for further information. 

 

 

Training

Courses include: 

 

 Military ammunition stockpile management; 

 Small unit ammunition stockpile 

management for law enforcement 

officials; 

 Ammunition management in field 

operations; 

 Accounting for and tracing ammunition. 

 

 

 
Top experts 

 
 
The IATGs were developed by UNODA in cooperation with 
the UN Mine Action Service. The best ammunition 
management expertise available was engaged, and the 
guidelines have been vetted by a technical review panel 
consisting of experts from all over the world. 
 
 

 

 

contact: conventionalarms-unoda@un.org 
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