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UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1540 (2004)  

 
The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery is a threat to international 

peace and security. Proliferation challenges have been addressed by the United Nations in a number of ways 

including through a process initiated by the United Nations Security Council in its resolution 1540 (2004). 

Security Council resolution 1540 established a programme of action to prevent non-State actors, in 

particular terrorists, from proliferating nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. Governments all over the 

world are working hard to implements its requirements.  

 

The Scope of Resolution 1540 (2004) 

The Security Council decided that all States shall refrain from providing any form of support to non-State 

actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical 

or biological weapons and their means of delivery, and requires all States to adopt and enforce 

appropriate effective laws to this effect. The resolution also requires all States to establish various types 

of domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of such weapons and their related materials. A Security 

Council Committee was established pursuant to resolution 1540 to report to the Council on the 

implementation of the resolution. Security Council resolution 1977 (2011) extended the mandate of the 

Committee until 25 April 2021.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs 

The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) provides support for activities of the 1540 

Committee, focussing particularly on the following key areas: 

 Facilitation of national implementation activities including through regionally 

coordinated approaches; 

 Enhancing cooperation between international organizations; 

In the decade since its adoption, resolution 1540 has become an important component of the 

global security architecture.  (…)  I urge all States and stakeholders to reaffirm their common 

commitment to achieve the great goals of this resolution and to devote their utmost efforts to 

save present and future generations from the double threat posed by terrorism and weapons of 

mass destruction  

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, press statement on the 10th Anniversary of resolution 1540, 

28 April 2014  
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 Building effective partnerships with key stakeholders. 

Facilitation of National Implementation Activities including through Regionally Coordinated 

Approaches 

In cooperation with the 1540 Committee and relevant regional and subregional organizations, UNODA 

promotes and facilitates practical efforts of Member States to fully implement the key requirements of 

resolution 1540 (2004), including the preparation of voluntary national implementation and capacity 

building plans, conduct of 1540 Peer Reviews and identification of effective 1540 implementation 

practices. Regionally coordinated approaches are one of the most efficient means of bolstering national 

implementation.  In order to promote capacity-building, facilitate assistance and raise awareness, 

UNODA has organized or supported over 40 regional or thematic workshops held in Armenia, Belarus, 

Botswana, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, India, Jamaica, 

Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lithuania, Peru, Poland, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Serbia, South Africa, Sri 

Lanka, Togo, Ukraine, Vanuatu and Viet Nam.  

 

Cooperation between International Organizations 

The 1540 Committee is tasked to engage with relevant international, regional and subregional 

organizations to share experiences and lessons learned in the areas covered by the resolution. The Office 

for Disarmament Affairs promotes such cooperation by working together with these organizations to 

facilitate the exchange of information and identify synergies that can be exploited on issues of relevance 

for the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) for the benefit of their respective Member States.  

 

Effective Partnerships with Key Stakeholders  

UNODA is committed to building productive and effective cooperation and partnerships with civil society, 

industry, scientific, other expert and professional communities in support of the non-proliferation objectives 

of resolution 1540 (2004). UNODA is collaborating with industries which undertake many practical 

measures related to the 1540 implementation. 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more information:  http://www.un.org/en/sc/1540 

UNODA support to implementation of UNSCR 1540: Brief Facts  

 Over 180 States and some 70 international and regional organizations have 

participated in UNODA-organized regional workshops. 

 To support its 1540-related activities, UNODA is using grants from Andorra, 

Canada, Kazakhstan, the Republic of Korea, the United States and the European 

Union. 

 A1540 film: "Weapons of Mass Destruction: Threats and Global Responses", 

produced by UNODA is available for viewing at: www.un.org/en/1540movie/ 

  

 

  

2016 marks the year of the 1540 Committee’s 

Comprehensive Review of the Status of  

Implementation of the Resolution, mandated by 

UN Security Council resolution 1977 (2011).  

In order to identify and recommend, before 

December 2016,ways and means to improve its 

implementation, the Committee held formal 

open consultations in New York from 20 to 22 

June 2016, soliciting contributions from 

Member States, relevant international and 

regional organizations and civil society. 
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