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Statement by H. E. Mr. Masud Bin Momen, Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations during General Exchange of 
Views at the 2016 Substantive Session of the UN Disarmament Commission, 
Monday, 04 April 2016 

Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation joins others in congratulating you on your election as the Chair of the 
2016 substantive session of the Disarmament Commission. We appreciate your personal 
efforts and those of the Chairs of the two Working Groups in preparing for this session.  

We hope that the first session of the current triennial cycle would augur well for its 
desired outcome, and help break the spell that has made tangible results from the 
Commission’s work rather elusive over the last many years.  

Bangladesh aligns itself with the statement made by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-
Aligned Movement. We share the observations of the High Representative for 
Disarmament Affairs that while there has been an array of developments in recent times 
on the issue of conventional weapons, the nuclear disarmament agenda has been 
characterized by growing polarization of positions leading to protracted deadlocks and 
resulting frustrations.  

There is, however, broad-based understanding that status quo on the nuclear 
disarmament front is far from desirable. This leads to the creation of complementary or 
alternative platforms, even when they fall short of garnering political support across the 
board. While the reality and efficacy of such platforms cannot be denied altogether, we 
agree with others that the Disarmament Commission remains the sole, specialized 
deliberative body with universal membership to build and foster consensus on critical 
issues concerning general and complete disarmament, including nuclear disarmament.  

The forward-looking pronouncements made at the High-Level Meeting on Nuclear 
Disarmament in 2013 make us believe that there is sufficient political will to take 
forward the nuclear disarmament agenda, in parallel with the pursuit of nuclear non-
proliferation and peaceful use of nuclear energy. But, what is perhaps missing is the 
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leadership and courage to translate the political will into demonstrable results and 
action. It is to be seen if the increasingly volatile security situation around the globe can 
prove to be enough motivation for reinvigorating the entire disarmament machinery, 
including the Disarmament Commission.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Bangladesh subscribes to the notion that nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-
proliferation need to be pursued with matching priority to have a world free of nuclear 
weapons. The sustenance and proliferation of nuclear arsenals continue to pose grave 
threats to the entire humanity, and undercuts the universal, comprehensive and 
ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted last year. The line drawn 
between nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation may serve the purpose of 
realpolitik, but would continue to drive a wedge in our collective efforts to achieve total 
elimination of nuclear weapons in a complete, transparent, irreversible and verifiable 
manner. The absence of a mutually reinforcing agenda on nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation would also continue to retard the overarching pursuit of general and 
complete disarmament under effective international control.  

Bangladesh, therefore, sees merit in the work on developing appropriate legal 
measures, provisions and norms through inclusive and participatory multilateral 
nuclear disarmament negotiations.  In a similar vein, we reaffirm our support for 
initiating negotiations on a Comprehensive Convention on Nuclear Weapons, as 
envisaged by the General Assembly.  

Bangladesh also recognises the humanitarian and ethical dimensions being brought to 
bear upon the question of nuclear weapons. The growing sensitization of the 
international community to the humanitarian consequences of the use or threat of use of 
nuclear weapons should duly inform the deliberations of the Disarmament 
Commission. Outside the Commission, Bangladesh would encourage further reflection 
on possible implications of the use or threat of use of nuclear arsenals on the sanctity 
and inviolability of the provisions of international humanitarian law.  

Pending the total elimination of nuclear weapons, non-nuclear weapon states deserve 
legally binding assurance from nuclear weapon states on refraining from the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons against them. This remains a priority consideration for 
Bangladesh in the context of the draft Programme of Work of the Conference on 
Disarmament, and the overall multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations.  
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We acknowledge the crucial role played by Nuclear Weapons Free Zones in advancing 
the negative security assurance agenda as well as the twin objectives of global nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation. It is a matter of regret that the bold vision set out in 
this regard in the Programme of Action adopted by SSOD-I has largely been relegated 
to an outdated agenda, especially in certain parts of the world. It is also perhaps a 
missed opportunity for the world that the political commitments articulated with 
regard to advancing the universalization of the CTBT have failed to gain much traction 
in real terms.  

Bangladesh strongly believes in compliance with the essential safety, safeguard and 
security measures in promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy, including for 
accelerated development in developing and least developed countries. In our national 
capacity, we shall continue to further deepen our cooperation with IAEA and other 
relevant international partners in building our capacity for such compliance. At the 
same time, we would discourage imposition of any form of restrictions or 
discriminatory treatment that would run contrary to the relevant NPT provisions.  

Mr. Chairman,  

With regard to conventional weapons, Bangladesh closely follows and participates in 
the work concerning the Arms Trade Treaty. Our political leadership remains positively 
disposed towards our possible ratification of the Treaty following our signature in 2013. 
We are currently looking into possible means to enhance our capacity for compliance 
with the Treaty provisions, including under the UN Programme of Action on small 
arms and light weapons. Bangladesh will continue to participate in the existing 
confidence-building and transparency measures, including the UN Register of 
Conventional Arms.  

We appreciate the international community’s enhanced attention to preventing illicit 
transfer of arms, and its possible interface with violent extremism and terrorism. We 
remain concerned over the growing use of IEDs, targeting civilians and UN 
peacekeepers, among others. We underscore the need for increased support for 
developing and least developed countries, including troop contributing countries 
among them, to build capacity of their concerned agencies or units to countenance such 
threats.  

Bangladesh remains generally supportive of considering a possible third agenda, 
particularly concerning emerging issues like cyber security and space security. There 
are diverse strands of work being undertaken on these critical issues, and it is only 
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perhaps expected that this Commission would muster the unity of purpose to deliberate 
on them in a constructive and far-reaching manner. 

Mr. Chairman,  

Despite the perceived impasse in the Disarmament Commission, we continue to 
harbour high hopes in its potentials, and look forward to sustaining its relevance by 
further enhancing the breadth and quality of its substantive outcomes. We hope that the 
positive dynamics we witnessed in the work of the OEWG on SSOD-IV last week would 
also help create momentum in the Commission’s work towards making the current 
triennial cycle break some new grounds in the UN’s disarmament agenda. Bangladesh 
would remain unwaveringly committed to that objective. 

I thank you.  

 

 

 


