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Mr. Chairman, 

We look forward to continuing our work guided by your excellent chairmanship and the excellent 

chairmanships of the two working group chairs to allow the UNDC to live up to its mandate as 

set out in SSOD I by building on the concrete progress achieved in other fora and agree on 

concrete recommendation to be submitted to the General Assembly. Austria would welcome an 

invitation to UNIDIR to provide relevant expertise – for example via video-link – as provided for 

in resolution 61/98.   

 

Mr. Chairman, 

Austria remains fully committed to substantive progress in all relevant disarmament fora and 

especially in the GA under article 11 of the Charter. As you are aware, the deliberations on 

nuclear disarmament have gained significant momentum over the most recent years. Based on 

the outcome of the 2010 NPT review conference, the humanitarian initiative on the impact of and 

the risks associated with nuclear weapons has provided a set of arguments for urgent progress 

on nuclear disarmament and for moving away from a nuclear weapons based security system. 

The “Humanitarian Pledge” builds upon these arguments and draws conclusions that should be 

drawn from the new evidence and formulates a different set of priorities. It stipulates that 

humanitarian concerns “should be at the centre of all deliberations, obligations and commitments 

with regard to nuclear disarmament”. It underscores the importance of the “protection of civilians 

against risks stemming from nuclear weapons” and lists a number of “interim measures to 

reduce the risk of nuclear weapon detonations”. Finally, it highlights the urgent need to “identify 

and pursue effective measures to fill the legal gap for the prohibition and elimination of nuclear 

weapons” (…) in light of the unacceptable humanitarian consequences and risks associated with 

nuclear weapons. These conclusions were supported by more than two thirds of the 

membership of the United Nations, when it adopted the resolutions on the humanitarian 

consequences of nuclear weapons and the humanitarian pledge during the 70th General 

Assembly late last year. The ethical dimension as well as the need for further progress were 

underscored by resolutions commanding the same level of support on the “Ethical imperatives 

for a nuclear-weapon-free world” and the resolution on “Taking forward multilateral nuclear 

disarmament negotiations” which established the currently ongoing Open-Ended Working Group 

in Geneva. The ethical dimension as well as the need for further progress were underscored by 

resolutions commanding the same level of support on the “Ethical imperatives for a nuclear-

weapon-free world” and the resolution on “Taking forward multilateral nuclear disarmament 

negotiations” which established the currently ongoing Open-Ended Working Group in Geneva. 

 

These overwhelming majorities demand progress that also should be reflected in the 

deliberations of the UNDC and the recommendations we are tasked to provide to the General 

Assembly. Proposals that are progressive in name only and in fact merely aim at extending the 

status quo or even allow for the strengthening of nuclear arsenals by modernisation won’t do 

anymore – especially at a time when we face potential backsliding in disarmament. As former 

UN-SG Kofi Annan put it during the February 2016 session of the Open-ended working group on 

taking forward multilateral disarmament negotations “nuclear-armed states are actually 



modernizing their nuclear arsenals and are developing new types of weapons, which 

overshadow the limited progress on nuclear disarmament made in recent years.”   

We look forward to constructive discussions to agree on a truly progressive text that reflects 

developments and the clearly voiced expectations of the General Assembly.  

Mr. Chairman, 

Austria fully acknowledges the inalienable right to peaceful uses of nuclear energy as reflected 

in Article IV of the NPT. But in any case, this right ought to be executed applying the highest 

standards of safety, security, waste management and non-proliferation. Austrian constitutional 

law, however, prohibits not only nuclear weapons, but also facilities with the purpose of obtaining 

energy by nuclear fission. This is also reaffirmed (EINFÜGUNG:) the Austrian (Ende) 

government’s commitment to our anti-nuclear power (STREICHEN:) states (Ende) policy, taking 

into account the principle of free choice of energy mix. This paramount principle was reconfirmed 

in Resolution 66/288 endorsing the outcome document of the UN Conference of Sustainable 

Development, recognizing that the activities of countries in broader energy-related matters are of 

great importance and are prioritized according to their specific challenges, capacities and 

circumstances, including their energy mix. Against this backdrop, it is evident that any 

formulation that might be construed as promoting peaceful uses of nuclear energy for power 

generation in a generalized manner would be inconsistent with the aforementioned outcome 

reached at the highest political level. Moreover, as my delegation repeatedly stressed during the 

last triennial cycle, any discussions on this topic are to be conducted in the relevant fora, as set 

out by the General Assembly, notably in its Resolution 1145 (XII) pertaining to the relationship 

between the United Nations and the IAEA. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

In the area of conventional weapons we value the contribution that practical confidence-building 

measures in the field of conventional weapons can make to the maintenance and enhancement 

of regional and international peace and security. The report by the working group chair in 2014 

therefore was welcome progress, even though the UNDC was unable to agree to forward it to 

the General Assembly. For the current cycle, we recommend that this discussion take into 

consideration the protection of civilians in armed conflict, and especially from the effects of 

conventional weapons use, among which the devastating effects of the use of explosive 

weapons with wide area effect in populated areas are of particular concern. We warmly welcome 

the entry into force on 24 December 2014 of the landmark Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and 

continue to actively work on furthering its universalization, implementation and effectiveness. 

Lastly, let me underline the importance Austria attaches to the conventions prohibiting anti-

personnel mines and cluster munitions. 

 

 



Mr. Chairman, 

In conclusion let me express once more my hope that the UNDC can overcome its deadlock, 

achieve concrete progress and issue recommendations as tasked through its mandate. We 

encourage you to continue to seek ways to improve working methods and enable more 

constructive and focused deliberations.  

 

Thank you very much. 


