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Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
I thank the government of Ecuador for inviting me to address this conference today. 
And I congratulate UNASUR for launching its South American Register of Defence 
Expenditures. 
  
Over the past decade and a half, world military expenditures have been on the rise. 
Last year, over 1.7 trillion dollars were spent on armaments and militaries. 
 
It means that countries’ annual military spending is twenty times the total amount of 
additional funds needed to attain all the Millennium Development Goals and eradicate 
poverty from the world.  
 
Every country has a sovereign right to defend itself.  Yet unnecessarily high defence 
budgets cost a great deal not only in monetary terms, but also in opportunities lost. 
They deprive the world of the resources needed to address climate change, food 
security, public health care and other pressing global challenges.  
 
In order to reduce military spending, countries need to build mutual trust and 
confidence. Enhancing transparency in matters of military expenditures is an 
indispensable confidence-building measure, allowing governments to re-evaluate their 
defence needs and shift priorities and resources. 
 
Since its creation more than 30 years ago, the United Nations Report on Military 
Expenditures has been a steady force in increasing openness in military matters. Most 
countries have participated in this unique global transparency mechanism. 
 
By launching the South-American Register on Defense Expenditure, UNASUR will now 
apply transparency in military matters at the regional level. This is a highly commendable 
initiative. I am confident it would make a concrete contribution to foster trust in the 
region, and inspire other regions to emulate.  
 
I extend my full support to UNASUR in promoting transparency in military matters, 
and I wish you the best of success in this endeavour.   
 
Thank you. 


