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UNSCAR was established in 2013 in response to the need for focused and effective funding to 

support conventional arms regulation. It is a multi-donor flexible funding mechanism to fund 

projects aimed at supporting the implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and the 

Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 

Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA). UNSCAR prioritises projects containing activities that seek 

synergies between the two instruments as well as those that promote South-South cooperation on 

assistance.1 The Facility aims to: 

 Mobilise resources to support the ratification and implementation of the ATT and the 

implementation of the PoA; 

 Improve effectiveness of assistance through better coordination and matching needs with 

resources; 

 Increase sustainability in providing international assistance related to arms regulation through 

more predictable sources of funding. 

Essential elements 

 Entities eligible for funding: UN CASA
2
 partners, international and regional organizations, 

NGOs and research institutes. Member States wishing to apply for funds through the Facility 

should work with eligible organizations to design and submit project proposals. 

 

 Eligible assistance proposals should: 

 Be consistent with the objectives of UNSCAR, as well as priority areas identified in the 

annual UNSCAR Call for Proposals; 

 Consider enhancing partnership with regional organizations; 

 Be presented by one eligible implementing partner.  

 

 Coordination among partners:  UNSCAR aims to reduce unwanted competition or duplication 

of efforts and encourages the coordination amongst implementing partners, particularly when the 

thematic and regional focuses of the projects are related. 

 

 

The next UNSCAR Call for Proposals will be published on the UNSCAR Webpage during the 

second quarter of 2016.  
  

                                                 
1
 See the Secretary-General's remarks to Security Council Open Debate on Small Arms and Light Weapons [as delivered], New 

York, 13 May 2015, available from http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8621.  
2
 UN CASA is the UN-internal coordination mechanism on small arms, the arms trade, and ammunition, comprising of 23 UN 

entities.  

http://www.un.org/disarmament/UNSCAR
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Projects funded through an annual Call for Proposals 

For the current project cycle (2015-2016), eleven proposals have been selected in October 2015, for a 

total funding amount of $1.7 million. These projects will be implemented in 2016.  

Thematic focuses of UNSCAR-funded projects include: 

 Supporting ratification, accession to and implementation of the ATT; 

 Supporting implementation of the PoA, focusing on present PoA priorities, including those 

identified in the Fifth Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the PoA; 

 Addressing synergies between the ATT and the PoA. 

 

In the 2014-2015 cycle, eighteen proposals were selected for a total funding amount of $3.1 million. 

Half of these projects have been completed in 2015, while half will continue to be implemented in 

2016. 

In the 2013-2014 cycle, eight project proposals were funded for a total of $900,000. These projects 

were completed by mid-2015 (outcomes of the projects are available on the UNSCAR Webpage). 

For a full list of UNSCAR-funded activities, see the UNSCAR Webpage.  

Special-circumstances projects 

UNSCAR also funds special-circumstances projects, which aim to provide rapid response to 

emergency situations. These projects can be submitted all year round.  

In 2013 and 2014, UNSCAR funded two special-circumstances projects: One, in the Philippines, to 

help clean up and secure ammunition that was scattered over a large area following the destruction of 

an ammunition depot by typhoon Haiyan; the other, in Ukraine, to enable the conduct of a baseline 

assessment of non-state armed groups and their weapons and ammunition. 

How to apply for UNSCAR funding? 

Visit the UNSCAR webpage: www.un.org/disarmament/UNSCAR  

or contact us at unscar-unoda@un.org.  
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