
ISRAEL 
- .  

... . 

Check Against Delivery 

Statement by 

k c t o r ,  Arms Control Department 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs --. I. 
:i I :5,? 

, ' - -,., 

Thematic Discussion on Other Disarmament Measures and International Security 

United Nations, New York 

PERMANENT MISSION OF ISRAEL 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
800 Second Avenue, 15th moor 
New York, NY 10017 

30 October 20 15 



Mr. Chairperson, 

The report drafted by the 2015 Group of Governmental Experts on developments in the field of 

information and telecommunications in the context of international security, is an important step 

forward towards improving global cooperation regarding ICT -related security issues. The 

document highlights several significant aspects of responsible behavior of states. Most 

importantly is the recognition that effective cooperation among States is essential to reduce risks 

to international peace and security. The Group also emphasized the importance of international 

law and in particular the Charter of the United Nations, and noted that voluntary, non-binding 

norms can reduce.risks to international peace, security and stability. 

Looking forward, the task of this group should be to continue the work of previous GGEs and to 

further develop consensus. As mentioned in the report, one objective is to identify further 

voluntary, non-binding nonns for responsible State behavior in order to increase stability and 

security in the global ICT environment. Future GGEs should therefore maintain a clear 

distinction between existing international law on the one hand, and voluntary, non-binding norms 

on the other. This in order to continue to facilitate a broad base for international consensus, and 

in light of rapid technological advances in this field. 

Additionally, it is also important to expand the list of Confidence Building Measures as well as 

to support other efforts in this context. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

ICT-related threats are on the rise. As the last GGE report mentions, the diversity of malicious 

non-state actors (including criminal groups and terrorists), their differing motives, the speed at 

which malicious ICT actions can occur, and the difficulty of attributing the source of an ICT 

incident, all increase risk. This is one of the challenges that should be addressed. We need to 

double our efforts regarding international security, to allow the global community to fully and 

safely exploit ICT's contribution to social and economic growth, for the benefit of global 

prosperity. 

Thank you. 


