
Statement of Sweden to the Joint Meeting of the 1st and
4th Committees on Possible Challenges to Space Security
and Sustainability

Chairperson,

While closing in on the 60th anniversary of the seminal Outer
Space Treaty we look upon a space environment and industry
vastly different from those adventurous early days of space
exploration. Today, space based infrastructure forms an
integral part of our societies and daily lives - and it has
provided tremendous benefits to human development.

Yet, the international space regime has not been able to keep
pace with the ever increasing number of actors and activities
in outer space; nor with the growing risk of conflict in the
space environment or the proliferation of space debris.

An update is needed that takes into account the current
realities of the use of outer space. An essential part of this
work is to realize that we cannot make a distinction between
civilian and military satellites, neither between the safety and
security of space objects, due to the peculiarities of the space
environment. Space debris can be created by both civilian and
military activities in outer space and it does not discriminate
between these. Most, if not all,space assets have dual-use
applications and capabilities.

To mitigate the impact of space debris, and to keep outer
space free from conflicts we therefore need to address both
military and civilian activities jointly; it is not possible to
separate the two.

Sweden thus welcomes this timely joint meeting between the
first and fourth committees on possible challenges to Space
Security and Sustainability, which goes some way to bridge
this divide.
Chairperson,

Initiatives are being taken and important work is ongoing in
the international community to address the challenges to
security and sustainability of outer space. The work of



/

COPUOS and its guidelines on the long-term sustainability
of outer space is one such example.

Another is the International Code of Conduct for Activities
in Outer Space. Sweden supports the Code, not least because
it provides a good way of dealing with space issues jointly, in
that it focusses on actual behaviour in Outer Space. It
thereby circumvents the artificial divide between civil and
military definitions of space assets and use. That being said,
we do not believe a reference to the right to self-defence is
appropriate in a future code as it is already covered by the
UN.T-re -t .-yr- c.V  v'.

A Space Code of Conduct is an achievable first step. It will be
important in its own right but also lay the foundation for
further work. ÿ  '        "           " '       "

Thank you.


