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1C – Closing remarks by the Chair 

 

As we approach the end of the main part of the First Committee’s 70th Session, please allow me 
to make a final statement in my capacity as Chair. 
 
As I stated at the beginning of this session, this year marks a significant milestone as we 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the United Nations. Since the UN’s foundation, the First 
Committee's role and importance in our collective efforts with regards to disarmament and 
international security has been beyond doubt. Here, we collectively shape our future. 
 
The importance that Member States attach to the First Committee, and the topics discussed 
therein, became apparent once more during the past four weeks, as we witnessed intensive 
discussions, lively debates and an increasing number of delegations taking the floor. Let me 
share some statistics with you in this regard.  During the General Debate segment, a record-
breaking 112 speakers took the floor, compared to 107 speakers last year and 101 during the 68th 
session. Moreover, this trend continued throughout the Thematic Discussions, in which an 
unparalleled amount of 273 statements were made. Compared to the 66th session 4 years ago, 
this amounts to an increase of 90 interventions. Still, and perhaps to the surprise of some of you, 
the Committee has finished its work on time. Especially in light of this growing number of 
speakers, I wish to sincerely thank and commend all delegations for their cooperation in this 
regard. 
 
Our full agenda in the past weeks reflected the great number of security and disarmament-related 
challenges the international community faces. The Committee’s work has, as always, covered a 
broad spectrum, varying from small arms and light weapons, developments in cyberspace to 
weapons of mass destruction. I am heartened by the commitment and efforts of this Committee 
to address these challenges. This was not only reflected by the thorough attention that was given 
to issues that were already on the Committee’s agenda at previous occasions, but also by new 
initiatives. 

In the nuclear cluster the resolutions on the open-ended Working Groups on nuclear 
disarmament and the humanitarian debate precipitated lively discussions. Delegations also 
discussed ways how to prevent weapons of mass destruction falling into the hands of non-state 
actors and the importance of the Biological and Chemical Weapons Conventions.  
On the issue of outer space, the Committee held its first joint ad-hoc meeting with the Fourth 
Committee on possible challenges to space security and sustainability. This innovative initiative 
enabled Member States to deepen their understanding of pressing issues in this field. 
In addition, on conventional weapons, the Committee addressed threats stemming from 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and adopted a new resolution on the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions. It furthermore showed to move with the times of the digital age, as was demonstrated 
by the deliberations on cyber security.  
In the field of regional disarmament, the Committee continued to address the establishment of a 
Middle East Zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction. 
Lastly, and as in previous years, the Committee discussed ways to reinvigorate various parts of 
the disarmament machinery, such as the Conference on Disarmament, the UN Disarmament 
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Commission and UNIDIR. It is my firm belief that the unprecedented level of engagement by 
Member States in this session of the First Committee bodes well for our efforts to reinvigorate 
the disarmament machinery. 
 
Apart from substantive deliberations, the Committee spent more time than usual on procedural 
and budgetary issues. As consultations on the indicative timetable showed, it would be 
worthwhile to revisit the working methods of the Committee. I am looking forward to organize 
an informal meeting in this regard, on which you will be duly informed. Moreover, during the 
last phase of the Committee's work, the question of financial implications for new initiatives 
arose. This in combination with time pressure and lack of clarity in the beginning led to 
understandable frustrations. I would in this regard like to strongly commend the Secretariat and 
all delegations with regard to their flexibility and professionalism in dealing with this issue, 
enabling us to find a solution that could be supported by everyone. 
 
Dear colleagues, 

In guiding the Committee’s organizational work, the members of the Bureau have been 
instrumental in exploring ways forward and have so competently worked with me to fulfil my 
duties as Chair. I would therefore like to stress my appreciation for their contribution and wish to 
thank the three Vice-Chairs: Ms. Lachezara Stoeva of Bulgaria, Mr. Abiodun Richards Adejola 
of Nigeria and Mr. Abdulaziz Alajmi of Kuwait; as well as the Rapporteur, Ms. Tasha Young of 
Belize. 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would also like to greatly commend Mr. Kim Won-soo, the High 
Representative for Disarmament Affairs, and his dedicated team, for their tireless efforts in 
guiding the Committee and facilitating its work. I also thank Mr. Tom Kono, who as Special 
Assistant to the High Representative has provided support to me as Chair on many issues. 
 
Moreover, I wish to underscore my appreciation for the exceptional work of the Secretary of the 
Committee, Mr. Kenji Nakano, who was always available to provide me with his guidance and 
calm words of advice.  He and his great team of the First Committee Secretariat have been 
instrumental in supporting and facilitating the Committee’s efforts. Kenji, Alexander, Jullyette, 
Dino, Lidija, Gerard and Victor: Thank you. 
 
Also, I want to express my gratitude for the all those who have worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes to enable the Committee’s work. My profound thanks to the conference officers, 
interpreters, record-keepers, press officers, document officers and sound technicians, including 
ITC staff who made possible video-conference presentations. 
 
Last but certainly not least, let me express my great appreciation and thanks to all members of 
the Committee for the serious participation, cooperation, flexibility, constructiveness and 
understanding they have shown during the past few weeks. I am grateful for the support I have 
felt from you as your Chair throughout the 70th Session. Your combined efforts and extremely 
hard work have made this year’s session a memorable and productive one. It was a great honour 
for me to help guide the work of the First Committee to a successful conclusion. 
 



3 
 

Dear colleagues, 
 
The First Committee has again proven its importance for the international community enabling 
international cooperation on a wide range of disarmament and international security issues. As 
we all know, deliberations about the topics covered by it are not without challenges. However, it 
is the essence of multilateralism that, despite our differences, we keep searching for a common 
way forward. Through political will and determination, progress can be achieved. We therefore 
all bear the responsibility to move forward collectively and in dialogue to strive for greater 
international peace and security. 
 
Like my predecessor, I would like to close with the ever-so-fitting words of former Secretary-
General Kofi Anan: 
 
“More than ever before in human history, we share a common destiny. We can master it only if 
we face it together. And that, my friends, is why we have the United Nations.” 
 


