
United Nations General Assembly – First Committee 

October 16, 2015 

 

World Forum on Shooting Activities - WFSA 

Mr. Herbert Keusgen - President 
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The World Forum on Shooting Activities is an ECOSOC NGO with 

50 member associations representing hundreds of millions of law abiding civilian firearms 

owners. 

 

Mr. Chairman it is unfortunate that the UN continues to ignore the legitimate rights of legal 

firearms owners. Our community of hunters, sport shooters and legal firearms owners is 

especially concerned about the direction of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). It is evident, from the 

conference in Cancun, that the ATT is becoming nothing more than a “small arms” treaty and 

those small arms will inappropriately include legal civilian arms. 

 

Mr. Chairman, let me emphasize that the firearms I am referring to are legally owned civilian 

firearms. These legally possessed firearms are not the current weapons of war. They are tools 

appreciated by millions and millions of hunters and shooters, collectors and other legal owners. 

 

There already are extensive regulations for import and export of firearms and ammunition and 

these would be more than sufficient - if they were respected by all states.  

 

Legally owned civilian firearms do not contributing to the conflicts the ATT should be 

concerned with. It is the illicit transfer of military arms that the UN should focus on, not on 

legally owned civilian firearms.  

   

Mr. Chairman, we strongly recommend that civilian firearms not be part of the ATT or for that 

matter the Programme of Action.  

 

Let me make another point concerning UN efforts for the regulation of ammunition, especially 

marking and tracing. Based on my personal experience as a member of industry, I can say this 

simply is not practical.  We have stood by for years offering to explain our position in detail, but 

we continue to be ignored.  This is not a political statement but a reality.  Accounting for an 

individual round of ammunition would be like tracing a grain of rice in the international market. 

 

Our civilian firearms community is neither your opponent nor your enemy. We are law-abiding 

citizens, but we live in a world of rights and duties. We will defend our rights to possess firearms 

– but let us fulfill our duty to you with fruitful cooperation.  

 



We are willing to support the United Nations in its efforts to prevent human right abuses with 

our expertise and experience, but we must be heard and not ignored.  

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

For further information contact:  

Thomas Mason, TLMORUSA@AOL.COM, +1 503 998 0555. 

Mauro Silvis, DIREZIONE@ANPAM.IT, +39 335 7842150.  
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