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Mr Chair,  

 

The Control Arms Coalition welcomes the entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty, and the 

continuing momentum of States ratifying and acceding to the Treaty. So far in this First 

Committee at least 11 States have indicated their intention to join the ATT soon, including 4 

from Asia. We also welcome the almost 60 States who made positive references to the 

potential of the ATT in their statements.  

 

It was positive that many decisions were taken at the first Conference of State Parties in 

August, including the ability for States Parties to take decisions through majority vote; the 

potential for all meetings, not just plenaries to be open to civil society, and the agreement of a 

financing mechanism and ATT Secretariat. We look forward to working with Nigeria, as the 

President of CSP 2016, and hope to see many more African States Parties in particular, by 

next year. 

 

Disappointing however was the failure of States Parties to agree on reporting templates for 

initial and annual reports, and to commit to transparency and openness within the reporting 

framework. This must be a priority now to resolve. Without transparency, there cannot be 

effective change to the arms trade. 

 

The ATT also has to be more than signing and ratifying and celebrating, it has to be about 

protecting people and saving lives. We therefore agree with Costa Rica who noted last week 

that there are too many violations of the ATT taking place, and that States must not see the 

ATT articles as suggestions: they must actively and robustly apply its obligations.  

 

The current humanitarian crisis in Yemen epitomises the need for international arms control. 

More than half the population is now dependent on food aid, and persistent bombing of 

civilian areas is having a devastating humanitarian impact. Civilian targets have included 

markets, grain warehouses, ports and a displaced persons camp. Yet despite the strong 

evidence of overwhelming civilian casualties, arms supplies continue, including from ATT 

States Parties who are major exporters and champions of the Treaty.  

 

Control Arms calls for an immediate halt to all arms transfers to any party engaged in the 

Yemen conflict, and urgent prioritisation of a political solution to the conflict.  

 



 
 

The influx of refugees into Europe throughout the summer has put the issue of displacement 

high onto the media agenda. The tragedy of the Syrian conflict in particular, including not only 

the hundreds of thousands who have died, but the millions who have been forced to flee their 

homes continues daily. It is essential to address the plight of refugees. It is also essential for 

governments to do more to address to causes of displacement, including the continual fueling 

of conflict and human rights abuses through the uncontrolled transfers of arms and 

ammunition.  

 

From the strong words of Pope Francis last month, through to many Presidents and Prime 

Ministers, leaders are recognizing the devastating effects of the arms trade. The world has 

signed up to important new goals to reduce poverty and promote development through the 

Sustainable Development Goals, among them the aim of reducing illicit flows of weapons. 

The ATT can be a tool to help achieve this, but only if it is applied effectively.  

 

In these first years of the Treaty’s legal existence, the new international norms it establishes 

must be robust and unambiguous. There must no longer be acceptance of arms sales which 

result in human suffering. Whatever political ties exist between countries, which government 

has the right to place political expediency above the untold suffering of women, men and 

children?  

 

The shroud of secrecy around the arms trade has protected a murky world of unscrupulous 

arms deals and immoral profiteering at the expense of civilian lives for too many years.  

 

Governments now have a choice: will you continue to protect the blood-soaked deals that fuel 

conflict and suffering, or will you now seize this opportunity to shine a light of hope within the 

dark world of the arms trade, and live up to the aspirations of this still-new Treaty?  

 

Thank you, Mr Chair.  

 

 


