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Mr. Chairman, 

The United States is strongly committed to promoting international peace and 
prosperity, as well as strengthening partnerships and cooperation with regional and 
other inter-governmental organizations. Nonproliferation and disarmament 
initiatives at the global and regional levels are mutually reinforcing. In East Asia, 
the regional nonproliferation and disarmament architecture has steadily matured to 
address challenges to the global regime. The ASEAN Regional Forum has started 
its third round of lnter-Sessional Meetings on Nonproliferation and Disarmament, 
and the East Asia Summit continues to serve as the region's premier leaders-led 
forum for political and security issues. Additionally, the United States welcomes 
calls under the ASEAN-U.S. Plan of Action to resolve any outstanding issues and 
stands ready to assist the early signature and ratification of the Protocol to the 
Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty. 

We commend regional efforts by states to demonstrate their commitment to all 
three NPT pillars, including through nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Africa, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, and the South 
Pacific. These zones facilitate regional cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy, enhance global and regional peace and security, strengthen the global 
nuclear nonproliferation regime, and contribute to the goal of nuclear disarmament. 

The Member States of the Organization of American States are using workshops 
and exercises to enhance their chem/bio-incident readiness and response 
capabilities. These activities serve to strengthen coordination between 
governments and emergency response agencies. The United States welcomes the 
strong statement of support made by the Chairperson of the African Union 
Commission to mark the 40th anniversary of the Biological Weapons Convention 
earlier this year, and we support her call for AU Member States to ratify and 
accede to the Convention without further delay. 

On July 14, the United States and our international partners achieved something 
that years of animosity could not - a comprehensive, long-term deal with Iran that 
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will prevent it from obtaining a nuclear weapon. We also remain focused on 
working with the international community to address the grave threat North 
Korea's nuclear weapons program poses to the global nonproliferation regime and 
to our common peace and security. More broadly, developing partnerships 
between regions and international organizations is also key, and organizations like 
the IAEA and others deserve praise for collaborative efforts to address 
development and security challenges at the regional level. 

Strong partnerships take sustained effort. Unfortunately, Russia's deliberate and 
repeated violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine has 
undermined the security structure in Europe. We call on Russia to cease its 
destabilizing activities in Ukraine. At the same time, we remain committed to 
strengthening and advancing arms control efforts, based on key principles and 
commitments. 

The United States remains disappointed that the 2015 NPT Review Conference 
was unable to adopt a consensus final document due to differing views on how to 
advance the goal of a Middle East WMD-Free Zone. We hope that states will 
focus on real, tangible efforts towards convening a conference on such a Zone. 
There is no substitute for direct dialogue among the states in the region. In every 
state in the Middle East, there are diplomats with vision, creativity and 
determination, and we will not stop our efforts to work with them towards this 
~~. . 

In conclusion, the United States is firmly committed to fulfilling our obligations 
and working with the international community on reducing nuclear threats. All 
states benefit from these efforts, and we have a common obligation to continue 
making progress. I note that the full U.S. statement on this topic will be posted on 
the Secretariat's website. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


