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Mr. Chairman, 

 

Malta’s foreign policy is to a large extent shaped by developments within the Mediterranean 

region.  The security challenges in the Mediterranean are numerous and wide ranging, and 

therefore it comes as no surprise that Malta is a traditional co-sponsor of the Resolution 

‘Strengthening of security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region’.   

 

Malta has consistently supported the promulgation of closer regional dialogue as a key to 

regional development, integration and security as manifested by its continued support of 

regional organizations and initiatives such as the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) and the 

Western Mediterranean Dialogue (5+5). Malta also hosts the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean which serves to facilitate dialogue amongst Parliamentarians in the 

Mediterranean.  All these initiatives reach the Mediterranean countries and communities at all 

levels, from Heads of State to people-to-people contacts and civil society.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

One cannot talk about security in the Mediterranean without mentioning the situation in 

Libya.  Malta is very concerned at the deteriorating humanitarian and security situation in the 

country and regrets the inability by the Libyan factions to agree on the Political Agreement 

which had been proposed by the SRSG Leon.  It is now high time that after having endured 

so much suffering; the Libyan people reunite for the sake of their country and start achieving 

peace, progress and prosperity.  Malta continues to believe that the formation of a 

Government of National Accord is a crucial step.  In this regard, Malta continues to support 

all initiatives undertaken by UNSMIL, and believes that disarmament and national 

reconciliation are pre-requisites for it to succeed.  However, in order for it to succeed, the 

GNA must be supported by the international community in the different sectors and at all 

levels of a new Libyan government. Failure to do so would only continue providing a fertile 

ground for radicalisation in Libya. This is of concern not only for Libya and its people but 

also for the wider region.   
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Mr. Chairman, 

 

We cannot deny the shifting nature of the conflict in Syria as it approaches its fifth year, 

especially now in view of the military interventions undertaken in Syria by external powers 

and the alarming repercussions such actions might entail.  We cannot but stress enough the 

importance of international unity and we urge the international community to put all its 

weight in full support of the UN process led by its Special Representative, Staffan de 

Mistura. We consistently have supported an inclusive process and welcome the involvement 

of regional, local as well as non-state actors to the political transition of Syria.  These recent 

and fast-paced developments should not make us lose sight of the humanitarian toll this war 

is taking on the Syrian population. It is important to step up the relevant assistance to address 

this humanitarian crisis both in Syria as well as in the neighbouring countries.  We stress the 

importance of co-ordination of collective and individual assistance to ensure the effects of the 

response are maximised on the ground.       

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The threat posed by ISIL/Da’esh as well as the numerous foreign terrorist fighters that have 

travelled to Syria and Iraq from Mediterranean countries is another major concern. Malta 

believes that action against terrorism must be firm and decisive at all times and recognizes 

that the UN is central to the fight against terrorism.  Malta recognizes the political urgency 

and necessity to counter the advance of ISIL in Syria and Iraq.  The wider political and 

regional context should be addressed, particularly the neighbouring countries which are being 

affected by the spill-over of the fighting and the plight of the refugees.  

 

Education is key in countering effectively violent extremism and radicalisation. The most 

effective way to counter terrorism is by empowering the rule of law and strengthening the 

judiciary, in the states where such activity is gaining ground. Radicalization must be 

addressed through supporting initiatives with regards to youth education, job opportunities, 

civil society and the role of women. In this regard the International Institute on Justice and 

the Rule of Law in Malta founded in June 2014, has been very active in convening in Malta 

practitioners, from different parts of the world, to provide rule of law-based training to 

lawmakers, police, prosecutors, judges, corrections officials and other justice sector 

stakeholders on how to address terrorism and related transnational criminal activities within a 

rule of law framework. Given the geographic location, the Institute is paying particular 

attention to supporting countries in transition in North, West, and East Africa, and the Middle 

East. Such institutes are crucial to provide the training and expertise to states that are working 

to develop their justice and security systems. Malta works in concert with its partners in the 

European Union to further its own and the EU’s non-proliferation goals.   

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Malta remains strongly committed to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and fully supports 

all actions aimed at ensuring the fulfillment of its objectives.  Following the NPT Review 

Conference, it is with certain disappointment that we recognize the lack of agreement on a 

final document at the said Review Conference that could in particular have furthered 

negotiations towards the setting up of a Middle East zone free of weapons of mass 

destruction and their delivery systems. Malta, being strategically situated in the centre of the 

Mediterranean continues to follow closely the events unfolding in the Southern 

Mediterranean and believes that the furthering of non-proliferation and disarmament efforts 

in this region would be of importance not only to the region itself, but to the whole 
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international community.  It is also with this in mind that Malta decided to become one of the 

initial co-sponsors of the new resolutions tabled by Austria to this Committee this year on the 

humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons and the Humanitarian Pledge for the 

prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons.  

 

 

Malta also signed the Arms Trade Treaty in 2013 becoming, together with its EU partners, 

one of the first fifty signatories and ratifying states of the ATT. It looks forward to the entry 

into force and effective implementation of the ATT and supports its universalisation. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The nature and extent of irregular migration and the smuggling of human beings in the 

Mediterranean continue to pose a serious threat to the security of the entire region.   We 

continued witnessing tragic events related to the smuggling of human beings across the 

Mediterranean, a scourge which according to IOM has resulted in thousands of lives lost 

since the beginning of this year.  Malta spares no efforts to address this problem vigorously 

and believes that an international anti-human smuggling coalition, mandated by the UN, 

should be set up and given a mandate to intervene to disrupt smugglers of persons who are 

making a profit from the plight of these persons.   In this regard, Malta continues to intensify 

its cooperation with IOM and UNHCR to address holistically migration related issues.  

 

It is also imperative to recognise the overriding importance to look at migration from a 

holistic perspective that offers protection to vulnerable persons in need of protection but that 

also tackles irregular migration for those who do not qualify for such international 

protection.  From our regional perspective, fighting migrant smugglers including by 

strengthening EU’s presence at sea, intensifying work on return, readmission and 

reintegration and responsibility and working in close cooperation with our partners especially 

in Africa are priority areas that need to be pursued.   In this connection, it is hoped that the 

Valletta Summit on Migration, which will be held on 11 and 12 November 2015 with key 

African partners, will be an opportunity to address these migration challenges. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


