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In the Name of God, the most Compassionate, the most Merciful 

I would like to associate my delegation with the statement made by the 
distinguished representative of lndonesia on behalf of the Non-Al igned 
Movement. 

The lslarnic Republic of Iran is determined to engage actively in all 
international diplomatic and legal efforts to save humanity from the menace of nuclear 
weapons and their proliferation, including through the establishment of Nuclear 
Weapons Free Zones, particularly in the Middle East. The establ ishment of such a zone 
in the region of the Middle East has been an important objective and priority for Iran as 
well as all other peace-loving nations in our region. 

Iran has a strong interest in and commitment to non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. This policy is based on rational, legal and religious grounds. On such a solid 
basis, Iran is party to all international agreements on the control of weapons of mass 
destruction, and has been at the forefront of efforts to ensure the universa lity of the 
NPT in the Middle East. 

Despite all international efforts, unfo1tunately no progress has been made so far 
in the establishment of Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in the region of Middle East. 
Because Israel continues to block all internationa l and regiona l efforts to fu l fill this 
goal. ln its latest obstructive act, Israel foiled the convening of a conference on the 
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of 
mass destruction, which was mandated by the 20 I 0 NPT Review Conference to be held 
in 2012 under the United Nations auspices. 
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It is crystal clear that the only obstacle to the establishment of such a zone is the 
Israeli regime. The existence of nuclear weapons in the hands of the Israeli regime, 
which has a long record of aggression, occupation and the committing of war crimes, 
poses a serious threat to the security of non-nuclear weapon States Parties in the Middle 
East. This situation is highly discriminatory. The refusal of Israel to abandon its nuclear 
weapons and accede to the NPT has increased the potential for proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction in the Middle East and has resulted in the non-accession of some 
States to international instruments prohibiting weapons of mass destruction. 

We have consistently urged that the non-proliferation nonn should be applied 
globally and without exception. Nuclear proliferation is as dangerous in the Middle 
East region as it is in other parts of the world. 

The existence of nuclear weapons in the hands of the Israeli regime is 
obviously the result of the application of double standards by certain nuclear 
weapon States. 

Full and prompt implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the establishment 
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East is the commitment of international 
community, in particular the cosponsors of the Resolution. 

Neglecting this commitment can only embolden Israel to continue to 
remain a source of threat and instability by flouting the aspirations of the 
international community. To establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
Middle East, the international community has no choice but to exert utmost 
pressure on Israel to accede to the NPT. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran has spared no efforts in supporting 
meaningful steps aimed at making progress towards the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East and will continue its strong 
support for the establishment of such a zone. 

I tliank yo11 Mr. Cltairman. 
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